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Letter from IPD’s Directors
We created Innovations for Peace and Development in January 2013 to establish a place at The
University of Texas to pursue collaborative research on international conflict management, poverty
alleviation, and global economic governance. Over the past three and a half years, our program has
grown by leaps and bounds, welcoming over 200 students from all over the UT-Austin campus. These
students participate weekly in team meetings and mentor-led activities that focus on methodological
training, policy engagement, and professional development—all intended to enhance students’
interdisciplinary and on-campus experiential learning at UT-Austin. In the last year, we have
broadened IPD to include a new faculty affiliates program that includes both UT-Austin resident and
non-resident scholars.
IPD’s external visibility continues to grow with our work on several high impact grants. We have
recently concluded work on a six-year, $7.6 million collaborative project with the Robert S. Strauss
Center for International Security & Law on the Climate Change and African Stability Program,
supported by the U.S. Department of Defense Minerva Initiative. We are progressing strongly with two
other major, multi-million dollar grants. The first builds the supply and evaluates the demand and use
of open data in international development, supported by USAID’s Higher Education Solutions Network
(in collaboration with AidData, Development Gateway, and the ArcGIS firm ESRI). The second
examines the intersection of climate change, disaster risk management, and complex emergencies,
and is supported by U.S. Department of Defense Minerva Initiative, in collaboration with the Robert S.
Strauss Center for International Security & Law in Austin.
This fall 2016, we are excited to announce several new research initiatives that highlight IPD’s
commitment to rigorous research that engages both policy and public audiences and makes a real
difference in the world. Our research includes a wide range of projects. From an examination of the
power and pathologies of global ratings and rankings systems for international affairs, to an evaluation
of USAID programs for countering violent extremism in Colombia and Kenya. In 2016-2017, our
flagship project will be Data4Peace—a three-day Hackathon, simultaneously co-hosted in Austin,
Texas, and Bogota, Colombia. This event will bring together top government officials, conflict
mediators, academics, civil society members, journalists, and other key stakeholders to discuss ideas
and craft solutions to achieving a viable peace agreement between the Government of Colombia and
the FARC rebel group.
At IPD, we passionately believe in UT-Austin’s motto: what starts here, changes the world. We look
forward in 2016-2017 to pursuing exciting research that breaks new ground in international peace and
development and to providing our student research affiliates with the very best professional
development and experiential learning so that they, too, can achieve this dream.
We are especially grateful for the support provided thus far by the LBJ School of Public Affairs and the
UT College of Liberal Arts, especially the Department of Government, Liberal Arts Honors and Plan II.
We look forward to expanding our scope of work, fundraising activities, faculty participation, and
membership of UT-Austin students in the coming year.
Sincerely,
Associate Professor, Government

Associate Professor, LBJ School of Public Affairs
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IPD Research Teams
Each academic year, IPD organizes research teams around its major projects. Each project is led by
one or two graduate research fellows, in conjunction with IPD’s faculty co-directors. IPD research
affiliates—graduate and undergraduate students from across The University of Texas at Austin’s
campus—join a team to gain experience applying substantive skills to a specific research topic over
the course of a year. The focus on team work and mentoring offers students the opportunity to attain
valuable professional experience in areas including project management, data analytics, and writing
papers for professional conferences and high-level publications.
In 2015-2016, IPD hosted eight teams:

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
The international aid community is more interested than ever in
understanding the rising influence of China in international
development finance. The formal establishment in 2015 of the
Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank—a new China-led multilateral
institution—is one of the key ways in which China is asserting itself
onto the global stage and shaping the way the world defines and
pursues development. The AIIB team was launched in the
summer of 2015 to provide a comprehensive and up-to-date
overview of the Bank’s developments, membership status, and
project implementation. Each member of the team is assigned a
specific day of the week to review, translate, and summarize AIIB team leader James Smith in China
articles from media outlets around the world that contain
information concerning the AIIB. These articles are archived, summarized, and compiled into a weekly
digest that is sent out every Tuesday afternoon. The weekly digest is also uploaded onto the IPD AIIB
team’s blog space. This digest is now followed extensively by thought leaders in major U.S. and
international organizations.

Complex Emergencies and Political Stability in Asia (CEPSA)
The CEPSA team contributes to our three-year, $1.9 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Defense Minerva Initiative, conducted in partnership
with the Robert S. Strauss Center for International Security & Law at UTAustin. The team tracks and analyzes foreign assistance for their relevance
to climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and management
in South and Southeast Asia, with a specific focus on Bangladesh as our
first critical case study. In 2015-2016, the team analyzed over 300 projects
in Bangladesh, funded and/or implemented by the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), U.K.’s Department for
International Development (DfID), and the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). The team also conducted semi-structured interviews
with over 20 representatives from donors, government ministries, and
practitioners (e.g., from non-governmental organizations) in Bangladesh on how climate change
adaptation and disaster risk management are integrated into planning processes, existing capacities
to implement and lead such work, and future challenges. In 2016-2017, the team is expanding the
work to 10 other South and Southeast Asian countries. Our data and results are published through the
CEPSA’s complex emergencies dashboard and widely disseminated policy briefs.
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Conflict and Development Team (ConDev)
The Conflict and Development team (ConDev) investigates the relationship
between aid and conflict at the subnational level. In 2015-2016, the team
specifically focused on the effect of natural resources on political violence.
ConDev compiled an extensive data set with geographic locations,
quantities, and prices for all known natural resources in Africa, the Middle
East, Southeast Asia, and parts of South America, over the past ten years.
This information was combined with conflict data to produce a fine-grained
analysis of the geographic relationship between the economic boom of
natural resources and their possible implications for conflict in each region.
This past year, the team finalized coding and published reports on Algeria,
Egypt, and the DRC, in addition to training students working on IPD’s Data
for Development and the Ending Rural Hunger projects.

Governance and Development Team
The IPD Governance and Development team uses statistical tools and GIS mapping software to study
governments' capacity, autonomy, delivery of services, and probity in carrying out these functions. Our
goal is to promote transparent and accessible budget data, increase government accountability, curtail
corruption, and facilitate political participation throughout the world. Our current research project
examines intergovernmental fiscal transfers (from central government to local government) and their
ability to explain potential clientelist and other development-related patterns in Honduras. In 20152016, the team completed an extensive literature review, wrote a major research proposal, and
conducted 35 interviews in various municipalities in Honduras. Research affiliates on the team gained
valuable skills in geocoding, data cleaning and management using Excel, data visualization using GIS
mapping software, and geospatial and statistical analysis. This past year, the team published one blog
post, completed a Governance and Development annotated bibliography, and led workshops on:
geocoding, data cleaning, GIS mapping software, and Excel.

Open Aid Team
The Open Aid team is investigating the conditions under which
aid transparency leads to improved aid accountability and
effectiveness. The team helped contribute to a forthcoming
USAID-sponsored study, in coordination with AidData and
Development Gateway, to examine the use and uptake of
international aid finance data in three countries. The team
contributed extensively to a literature review for the data use
and uptake study in Honduras and, in turn, participated in a
major in-country study of the data environment that drew upon
over 70 key informant interviews with government, donor, and
civil society organizations in Tegucigalpa in March 2016. Team
members also completed a review of Open Data for
Development case studies to synthesize emerging research on
open data, which will be published in fall 2016 as part of a
forthcoming report with our partners at AidData. Students also
worked towards completing an EdX online certificate course on
Measuring Social Impact taught by the Jameel Poverty Action
Lab at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
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Development Gateway Results Data Initiative Project
Last spring, IPD collaborated with partners at
Development Gateway to compile data for the
quantitative component of the new Results Data Initiative
Project (RDI). The RDI project aims to gather qualitative
and quantitative data on results collection and reporting
efforts across multiple donor organizations, with the goal
of identifying shortcomings in aid program monitoring and
evaluation procedures. A team of 20 IPD students
evaluated project documents for 400 aid projects from 15
major aid donors. The team, led by UT-Austin
undergraduate Oliver Babcock (pictured right), created a
comprehensive database for Ghana, Sri Lanka, and
Tanzania with information on how outputs, outcomes, and budgets are reported. Our quantitative
analysis, combined with Development Gateway’s qualitative data collection resulted in a policy brief,
which introduced the Results Data Scorecard and the RDI Project Page. The findings of the project
emphasize the need to improve technological capacity at the local level to report the results of aid
projects, as well as the need to standardize reporting methods and inter-organizational transparency.

Experiments Team
In 2015-2016, the Experiments Team worked on a major project gathering contact information and
organization profiles for over 30,000 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) around the globe. The
team cleaned the information and formatted it in a spreadsheet for easy use in future experiments to
learn about NGO behavior and motivations. Building on a previous experiment, the team built a
Qualtrics (a survey software program) panel and survey to contact international NGOs to learn whether
they are susceptible to confirmation bias. The team also designed a Qualtrics survey for an additional
experiment to learn what motivates NGOs to want to learn, update, and evaluate their practices.
Additionally, the team worked on putting together a literature review for a survey experiment on foreign
aid and public opinion.

GIS and Analytics Team

Caleb Rudow (right) in Honduras implementing surveys

The GIS and Analytics team worked with the
Open Aid team to coordinate a research project
and randomized control trial (RCT) on the use of
geospatial aid information in Honduras. The
research phase of this project involved
performing over 70 interviews with government
officials, civil society organizations (CSOs), and
development partners to understand the
decision-making environment in Honduras. The
results of these interviews informed the
interventions to be tested in the RCT that should
be finished in early 2017. The results will be a
part of a paper on the use of data in decisionmaking in Honduras. The team also lent its
technical capacity to other teams to assist in the
Colombian impact evaluation, the AIIB blog, and
the IPD website.
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IPD Research Highlights
CHINA IN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
This past year was an exciting year for the AIIB (Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank) team. Not only
did we assemble a talented team of media trackers, but we also managed to launch a Weekly Digest.
In addition to tracking the news and writing a weekly digest, the AIIB team partnered with the GIS and
Analytics team at IPD to build maps that provide readers with visualized data on the Bank’s expansion
of activities since its establishment in 2015. These teams also built an interactive map on the IPD
website to allow readers to be linked to AIIB-related news articles directly. The digest gained a lot of
attention from various scholars around the country, as well as several think tanks in Washington D.C.
The AIIB team regularly receives requests from readers and interested parties to be added to the
blog’s regular listserv.

2016 voting shares among AIIB members
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REALIZING THE PROMISE OF AID TRANSPARENCY
During the last year, the Open Aid team researched the
use of data in development projects in Honduras. In
particular, the team examined how we can incentivize
the use of existing data by government agencies,
development partners, and NGOs involved in
development activities in order to enhance data-driven
decision-making, accountability, and ultimately the
effectiveness of aid spending in Honduras and other
developing countries.
The Open Aid team conducted this research on two
different trips to Honduras: one in March 2016 and the
second from June-August 2016. During the first trip, the
team conducted over 70 in-depth interviews with technical personnel in private, public, and donor
development agencies. During this time the team also established a close working relationship with
the Government of Honduras. The findings from the first phase of qualitative fieldwork were used to
design a second study and intervention, using surveys and experimental design, to increase the
uptake of data among development policymakers. The second phase of this experimental study
includes over 500 subjects, which consists of two elements: an invitation to trainings, with different
levels of information on data tools available in Honduras around development, budget, and key
demographic data; and a training to learn how to use open data tools. The team expects that the
training plus information treatments will increase the engagement of data among the treated subjects,
allowing us to better understand the conditions that create high demand for and use of open data in
Honduras and similar countries. IPD is completing this work in fall 2016 and will be publishing and
presenting this work at multiple forums in spring 2017.

BUILDING PEACE IN COLOMBIA
Over the past year, IPD completed the baseline evaluation of a fiveyear $50 million USAID program called the Regional Governance
Activity (RGA). The RGA program is a joint effort between USAID
and the Government of Colombia to consolidate peace in 40 of the
most deeply conflict-affected municipalities of Colombia. This large
baseline evaluation included nearly 7,000 surveys, 600 elite
interviews, 20 focus groups, and extensive document review and
analysis for over 70 municipalities in Colombia. The baseline
evaluation provides the benchmark for evaluating the effects of the
RGA in future years when the team will be conducting the midline
and end-line evaluation for the RGA.
The impact evaluation inspired two related activities. The IPD team
is now examining the broader effects of foreign assistance on
various development outcomes, including agricultural production.
This line of inquiry has shown that the effects of foreign aid are
conditional on political dynamics and patterns of violence and drug production. The IPD team is also
planning a Data4Peace "hackathon" between academics and policymakers. The hackathon will bring
together leading academics and practitioners to conduct intensive research over the course of several
days to inform the ongoing peace process. The goal of the hackathon is to shift the emphasis away
from abstract dialogue and towards concrete, evidence-based research that provides policy
recommendations for the Government of Colombia and the international community.
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IPD Directors

Michael (Mike) Findley is an Associate Professor in
the Government Department at The University of
Texas at Austin. His research and teaching examine
political violence, international political economy, and
international development. He conducts ongoing
fieldwork in numerous countries including Uganda,
Sudan, South Sudan, South Africa, Colombia, and
Democratic Republic of Congo, among others. Mike
also works extensively with international development
organizations including the World Bank, USAID, the
African Development Bank, the International Aid
Transparency Initiative, and many developing country
governments. His work has been incorporated by
international
actors,
influenced
government
deliberations and legislation in many contexts, and
has been covered broadly in the global media.

Recent Publications
Findley, Michael G., Adam S. Harris, Helen V. Milner,
and Daniel L. Nielson. Forthcoming. “Elite and
Mass Support for Foreign Aid: Experimental
Evidence from Uganda.” International
Organization.
Findley, Michael, Nathan Jensen, Edmund Malesky,
and Thomas Pepinsky (Co-editors). 2016.
“Research Transparency in the Social Sciences.”
Comparative Political Studies.
Allred, Brent B., Daniel L. Nielson, J.C. Sharman, and
Michael G. Findley. Forthcoming. “Anonymous
Shell Companies: A Global Audit Study and Field
Experiment in 176 Countries.” Journal of
International Business Studies.
Findley, Michael G., Brock Laney*, Daniel L. Nielson,
and J.C. Sharman. Forthcoming 2016. “External
Validity in Parallel Global Field and Survey
Experiments on Anonymous Incorporation.”
Journal of Politics.
Tao, Ran, Daniel Strandow, Michael G. Findley, JeanClaude Thill, and James I. Walsh. Forthcoming. “A
Hybrid Approach to Modeling Territorial Control in
Violent Armed Conflicts.” Transactions in GIS.
Rudloff, Peter J., and Michael G. Findley. Forthcoming
2016. “The Downstream Effects of Combatant
Fragmentation on Civil War Recurrence.” Journal
of Peace Research.
Asal, Victor, Michael G. Findley, James A. Piazza, and
James Igoe Walsh. Forthcoming 2016. “Political
Exclusion, Oil, and Ethnic Armed Conflict.” Journal
of Conflict Resolution.
Milner, Helen V., Daniel L. Nielson, and Michael G.
Findley. 2016. “Citizen Preferences and Public
Goods: Comparing Preferences for Foreign Aid
and Government Programs in Uganda.” Review of
International Organizations 11(2).
Chatterji, Aaron, Michael G. Findley, Nathan M.
Jensen, Stephan Meier, and Daniel L. Nielson.
2016. “Field Experiments in Strategy Research.”
Strategic Management Journal 37(1): 116–132.
Findley, Michael G., and Joseph K. Young. 2015.
“Terrorism, Spoiling, and the Resolution of Civil
Wars.” Journal of Politics 77(4): 1115–1128.
Findley, Michael G., Daniel Nielson, and J.C.
Sharman. 2015. ”Orchestrating the Fight Against
Anonymous Incorporation: A Field Experiment.” In
Kenneth Abbott, Phillip Genschel, Duncan Snidal
and Bernhard Zangl (Eds.) International
Organizations as Orchestrators. Cambridge, UK:
Cambridge University Press.
Findley, Michael G., and Josiah Marineau. 2015.
“Lootable Resources and Third-Party Intervention
Into Civil Wars.” Conflict Management and Peace
Science 32(5): 465-486. 24. Findley, Michael,
Daniel Nielson, and J.C. Sharman. 2015. “The
Causes of Non-Compliance with International Law:
Evidence from a Field Experiment on Financial
Transparency.” American Journal of Political
Science 59(1): 146–161.

Mike (second from right) pictured here in Bogota, Colombia with
the RGT evaluation research team
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Recent Publications

Catherine (Kate) Weaver is an Associate Professor
at the LBJ School of Public Affairs at The University
of Texas at Austin. Her research focuses on
international
development
and
global
governance. Kate conducts extensive qualitative
fieldwork all over the world and publishes widely on
the political economy of aid and the reform of
international development institutions. She is a key
investigator for the CCAPS and CEPSA program,
where she oversees the development of innovative
methods to track and map international climate
change, disaster risk management, and food security
assistance for developing countries. Kate is also
completing a book project on the diffusion and impact
evaluation of global open aid policies and practices.
More recently, Kate has started working with the
Eleanor Crook Foundation to design and implement
a new grants and capacity building program for local
organizations working on nutrition security in northern
Uganda. Kate is also a Distinguished Scholar at the
Robert S. Strauss Center for International Security &
Law.

Catherine Weaver and Manuella Moschella.
Forthcoming. “Bounded Reform in the IMF and
World Bank,” in Orfeo Fioretos, ed. International
Politics and Institutions in Time. New York:
Oxford University Press.
Catherine Weaver. Forthcoming. “Mind the Gap:
International Relations and Policy Engagement,”
in Synne L. Dyvik, Jan Selby and Rorden
Wilkinson (eds.), What’s the Point of
International Relations. London and New York:
Routledge.
Stephen Nelson and Catherine Weaver. 2016. “The
Cultures of International Organizations,” in
Jacob Cogan, Ian Hurd and Ian Johnstone, eds.
The Oxford Handbook of International
Organizations. Oxford, UK: Oxford
University Press.
Catherine Weaver, Justin Baker, Krista Rasmussen,
and Christian Peratsakis. 2016. Climate Change
and Development: The Aid Scramble. Final
report of the Climate Change and African
Political Stability Program for the U.S.
Department of Defense, June 2016.
Catherine Weaver, Justin Baker, Krista Rasmussen
and Joshua Powell. 2016. “Mapping Food
Security Assistance in Malawi,” Brookings
Frontiers Issue Brief for the Ending Hunger
report, Washington, DC: Brookings Institution.
https://endingruralhunger.org/assets/files/downlo
ads/Frontier_Issues_IPD.pdf
Catherine Weaver. 2015. “The Rise of Chinese
Development Finance: Continuity or Change in
the Global Governance of Development?” Ethics
& International Affairs, Winter 2015.
Catherine Weaver et al. 2015. Open Aid: Cui Bono?
Policy Research Project Report, supported by
the USAID Higher Education Solutions Network
and AidData.

Kate (far left) pictured here in Kampala, Uganda with
members of her Open Aid Policy Research Project
team (Tanlyn Roelofs, Kelly Steffen, Jackie Homann,
and Steve Damiano March 2015)
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IPD Graduate Research Fellows

Caleb Rudow
MA, Global Policy Studies

Caleb Rudow, co-program manager for IPD in 2015-2016 and team lead
for the GIS and Analytics team, is currently a second-year master’s student
in Global Policy Studies at the LBJ School of Public Affairs with a
specialization in advanced methods for international development. Caleb is
interested in understanding how to use GIS and open data to improve
decision-making in international development. Prior to attending UT-Austin,
he was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Zambia where he learned the Bantu
languages of Chinyanja and Chinsenga. During his Peace Corps service,
he lived and worked in a rural village for two years, and worked with USAID
Zambia for a year managing small grants and coordinating GIS activities for
the Economic Growth Team in Zambia’s capital city. Caleb is fluent in
Spanish and has extensive experience living and working in Central
America. In summer 2016, Caleb co-directed (with José Sierra) IPD’s work
on open data in Honduras.

Deidre Appel, co-program manager and the Open Aid Data team leader
for IPD in 2015-2016, graduated from the LBJ School of Public Affairs with
a master’s degree in Global Policy Studies in May 2016. While at UTAustin, Deirdre specialized in international development, and interned with
UNICEF in Uganda. Deidre is interested in how tourism can promote
sustainable development, and how open data can spur greater efficiencies
and accountability in global governance. Deirdre is currently working in
Washington, D.C. as a Research Associate at Open Data Watch, where
she focuses on research and writing around issues of aid transparency,
gender data gaps, and citizen feedback data.
Deirdre Appel
MA, Global Policy Studies

Nisha Krishnan
PhD, Public Policy

Nisha Krishnan is a PhD candidate at the LBJ School of Public Affairs.
She leads IPD’s work on the Program on Complex Emergencies and
Political Stability in Asia (CEPSA), which seeks to analyze trends in policy
and action on disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation efforts
in 11 countries in South and South East Asia. Her dissertation focuses on
deepening our understandings of household level vulnerability and
resilience to climate change and its implications for international
development policy and practice. Her other research spans the breadth of
climate change and its implications for human security, the politics of
climate change policies, and tracking, measuring, and evaluating foreign
aid effectiveness and policies. Prior returning to graduate school, she
worked on the Global Adaptation Atlas at Resources for the Future (RFF),
conducted vulnerability assessments in Central and West Asia, and
designed guidance on climate change adaptation strategies for USAID.
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Raheem Chaudhry graduated from the LBJ School of Public Affairs with a
master’s degree in Public Affairs in May 2016. He is interested primarily in
political conflict in the developing world, particularly in the Middle East and
North Africa. Through IPD, Raheem gained experience mapping political
conflict in Africa and developed analyses using a combination of GIS and
regression analysis techniques. Before coming to Austin, he taught English
at an elementary school through a program of the Korean government to
bring English speakers to rural Korea. Raheem has a BA from the University
of Maryland, where he majored in English Language and Literature and
minored in Spanish.
Raheem Chaudhry,
MA, Public Affairs

Mike Denly
PhD, Government

Iasmin Goes
PhD, Government

Michael (Mike) Denly is a PhD student in the Department of Government
and co-team leader for the Governance and Development Team. Prior to
joining UT-Austin, Mike worked for the World Bank, where he co-developed
and operationalized the World Bank’s climate change co-benefit tracking
system. Mike also worked in Togo, where he prepared the implementation
arrangements and risk framework for a World Bank education project.
Currently, Mike conducts research for the World Bank on governance and
anti-corruption issues, a consultancy position he has held since 2013. Mike
holds a dual MA in Development Management and Policy from Georgetown
University and Universidad Nacional de San Martín in Argentina, as well as
an MSc in Public Policy and Human Development from Maastricht
University in the Netherlands and a BA in International Studies from the
University of Denver. Mike is fluent in French, Spanish, and Italian, and also
speaks basic Dutch.

Iasmin Goes is a PhD student in the Department of Government and team
leader for IPD’s Conflict and Development team. She specializes in political
economy, economic history, authoritarianism and democratization in Latin
America, mostly from a mixed-methods perspective. Prior to attending UTAustin she worked as a research assistant at the German Institute of Global
and Area Studies (GIGA) and as a public relations consultant for the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. In both
positions, she was responsible for data collection, interpretation and/or
visualization. She holds a BA in Political Science and an MA in Latin
American Studies, both from the Free University of Berlin. In addition to her
native Portuguese and German, she speaks fluent Spanish and
intermediate French.
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Daniela Hernández Salazar
MA, Global Policy Studies
MA, Latin American Studies

Billy Matthias
PhD, Government

José D. Sierra
PhD, Government
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Daniela Hernández Salazar is the 2016-2017 IPD program manager and
co-team leader for the Governance and Development team. She is a
second-year master’s student at the LBJ School of Public Affairs and
Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies (LLILAS), pursuing a dual
degree in Global Policy and Latin American Studies. Her research focuses
on good governance, transparency and accountability initiatives, anticorruption monitoring, and international development with a regional focus
in Latin America. Before coming to grad school, she spent the summer in
the Philippines working as an AidData summer fellow with the Map the
Philippines Initiative. She led workshops for local governments, universities,
NGOs, and businesses with the purpose of building capacity to use
geospatial tools for disaster resilience. She holds a BA in Anthropology and
a BDP certificate in Global Studies from The University of Texas at Austin.
Daniela is fluent in Spanish and has extensive experience conducting
fieldwork in Latin America.
Billy Matthias is a PhD student in the Department of Government and team
leader for the Experiments team. Billy is interested in studying the area
where political economy and development issues meet conflict, specifically,
in how political economy plays a role in peace-building. Additionally, he
studies the role and behavior of NGOs in development. Before coming to
UT-Austin and IPD, he worked as a Project Manager for the Political and
Economic Development Labs at Brigham Young University where he
helped implement field experiments throughout the developing world to
better understand issues related to global development, corruption,
international law, politics, and gender. Billy also spent time working as a
Project Coordinator for Ascend Alliance, a non-profit organization, where
he helped coordinate efforts between donors and local institutions to build
schools in rural Peru. While in each of these capacities, he spent significant
time abroad in South America and Sub-Saharan Africa. He speaks fluent
Spanish. Billy earned his BA in International Relations from Brigham Young
University.
José D. Sierra is a PhD student in the Department of Government. Last
year, Jose led IPD’s GIS and Analytics team, and this year he is co-team
leader for the Open Aid team and the Honduras data evaluation team. José
is interested in both international and comparative political economy. Prior
to joining UT-Austin, José worked for the Inter-American Development
Bank’s (IDB) Honduras office as an economist. During his tenure at the IDB,
he co-published two papers: the first one analyzing Honduras’ total factor
productivity and the second one studying illegal emigration flows among
low-income citizens. He also coedited a book on Social Exclusion in
Honduras and contributed to the IDB’s Country Strategy design. José’s
work on Honduras also touched upon the relation between institutions and
economic development, as well as in the relation between education and
labor income. He earned his BA (2009) in Economics from the National
Autonomous University of Honduras and his MA (2013) in Economics from
Duke University.
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James Smith is a second-year master’s student in Global Policy Studies at
the LBJ School of Public Affairs and team leader for the AIIB team. Prior to
beginning his studies at The University of Texas at Austin, James worked
as an English teacher in Asia, where he spent two years in Busan, South
Korea and one year in Ayutthaya, Thailand. His interest is primarily
centered on Sino-U.S. relations and how they influence the East AsiaPacific region. James received his BA in French from the University of New
Orleans in 2010. He is fluent in French and proficient in Korean and Thai.
James is currently spending the fall semester as an exchange student at
Fudan University in Shanghai, China, where he is studying Mandarin
Chinese and Sino-U.S. Politics.
James Smith
MA, Global Policy Studies

Andrew Stravers
PhD, Government

Andrew Stravers is a PhD candidate in the Department of Government,
specializing in International Relations and Comparative Politics. In 20152016, Andrew served as co-team leader for IPD’s Conflict and Development
team. Andrew researches the American military basing presence around
the world. His current work focuses on the political process within the US
government that produces changes in the American footprint. Andrew is
also an AidData Center for Development Policy Fellow, where he
investigates the connection between natural resources and armed rebel
groups. His work to collect data on natural resource locations and their illicit
movement by rebel groups is also supported by the Department of
Defense's Minerva Initiative. His work has appeared in The Diplomat, The
National Interest, RealClearDefense, and elsewhere. He received a BA in
History and Political Science from the University of Wisconsin.

Mary Vo
MA, Global Policy Studies

Mary Vo joined the IPD as a Graduate Research Fellow in July 2016. She
is a second-year master’s student in Global Policy Studies student at the
LBJ School of Public Affairs specializing in international development. Mary
previously attended The University of Texas at Austin where she received
her BA in Urban Studies with a minor in Architecture. Her professional
background includes experience with Public Citizen, the ACLU of Texas,
and the McCombs School of Business. Prior to attending the LBJ School,
she taught English abroad in the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET)
Program. More recently, Mary interned with the Carnegie Council for Ethics
in International Affairs in New York City, where she researched gender
issues and higher education reform in Japan. Her policy interests include
Asia-Pacific relations, development, and disaster risk reduction and
management.
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Fall 2015‐Summer 2016 Research Affiliates

Angie Acquatella, Economics | Mathematics
Kate Adams, Master of Global Policy Studies (DC
Track)
Olivia Arena, International Relations & Global
Studies | Plan II Honors | Urban Studies
Syedah Aroob Iqbal, Master of Global Policy Studies
Oliver Babcock, International Relations & Global
Studies
Jose Balledos, Master of Global Policy Studies
Jake Barnett, History | Plan II Honors
Andrea Barrera, Master of Science, United Nations
University-Merit
Maddie Baughman, International Relations & Global
Studies | Plan II Honors
Ruchika Bengani, Chemical Engineering | History
Vivianna Brown, Geography | Sociology
Evan Burt, Master of Global Policy Studies | Master
of Arts in Middle Eastern Studies
Jihyun Byun, Biology | Plan II Honors
Evelin Caro Gutierrez, Government | Philosophy
Juliet Carrillo, Visual Art Studies
Daniel Chapman, Economics | Mathematics
Podie Chitan, Master of Public Affairs
Kimberly Clemons, Geography
Catherine Cousar, Master of Global Policy Studies
Anna Crockett, Master of Public Affairs
Jonathan Davis, Master of Public Affairs
Pronoma Debnath, International Relations & Global
Studies | Plan II Honors
Emma Feutl Kent, Master of Global Policy Studies
Sarah Fischer, International Relations | Journalism

Javier Flores, Economics | Finance
Daniela Garcia, International Relations & Global
Studies
Akshat S. Gautam, Economics | Mathematics
Loyce Gayo, African and African Diaspora Studies
Alejandra Gaytan, Bridging Disciplines Program
Cassie Gianni, Master of Global Policy Studies
Patrick Golden, Government | Plan II Honors
Josh Hamlin, Government | Philosophy
Jeayeon Han, Economics
Sarah Harris, Master of Global Policy Studies
Colton Harrison, Geography
Leah Havens, Master of Global Policy Studies
Lily Hayes, Dance | Geography
Kiara Hays, Geography
Andrew Hill, Economics
Rachel Hill, Government | Middle Eastern Studies
Kira Holland, Geography
Laura Holzenkamp, Economics | International
Relations and Global Studies
Caitlin Hone, Master of Global Policy Studies (DC
Track)
Isabel Hovey, Master of Global Policy Studies
Grayson Jackson, Government
Joyce (Zifei) Jiang, Geography | UTeach Liberal Arts
Sam Karnes, Plan II Honors
Sneha Khan, Biochemistry
Annie Kilroy, Master of Public Affairs
Alexander Kim, Master in Global Policy Studies
Lyndsey Kohn, Nutrition
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Anna Koons, Master of Global Policy Studies |
Master of Public Health
Lillie Leone, Plan II Honors | Italian Culture and
Literature
Amy Leung, Geography | Sociology
Marla Lopez, History
Joshua Malett, International Relations & Global
Studies
Shadhi Mansoori, Neuroscience
Lizzette Marrero, Government
Haley McCoin, International Relations & Global
Studies | Liberal Arts Honors
Cara McConnell, Geography
Jenny McGinty, Plan II Honors | International
Relations & Global Studies | Middle Eastern Studies
Casey McMahan, Geography | Spanish
Kali Miller, Environmental Science | Geography
Aaron Milner, Master of Global Policy Studies (DC
Track)
Ilse Muñoz-Ramirez, Geography | Plan II Honors
Lina Nabulsi, Master of Public Affairs | Master of
Public Health
Maxwell Newton, Government
Mourin Nizam, Master of Global Policy Studies
Alexandra Noble, Master of Global Policy Studies
Christle Nwora, Humanities | Urban Studies
Valentina Osuna, Government
Roshni Patel, Biology | Government
Alex Payson, Master of Global Policy Studies
Jan Piedad, Journalism
Diana Pop, International Relations and Global
Studies | Portuguese
Austin Porter, Plan II Honors

IPD Annual Report 2015‐2016
Kerry Remson, Master of Global Policy Studies
Laura Richards, Master of Global Policy Studies |
Master of Business Administration
Nathalia Rojas, Geography
Madison Roser, Geography
Paul Ryan, Master of Public Affairs | Master of Middle
Eastern Studies
Regan Seckel, International Relations & Global
Studies | Plan II Honors
John Shaw, Master of Global Policy Studies
Leah Sprague, Environmental Science | Geography
Cleo Stern, Master of Global Policy Studies | Master
of Public Health
Kevin Strybos, Geography
Maren Taylor, Master of Global Policy Studies
Sydney Taylor, Master of Global Policy Studies
Elizabeth Teare, International Relations and Global
Studies | Rhetoric and Writing
Caroline Thomas, International Relations and Global
Studies
Matt Tiritilli, Business Honors | Plan II Honors
Emmanuel Torres, Government
Gabrielle Torres, Government | Plan II Honors
Santiago Vallejo Gutierrez, Geography
Kolby Vidrine, Neuroscience| Human Development &
Family Sciences
Ben Wallace, English
Tiffany Wang, McCombs School of Business
Raymond Weyandt, Government
Dinusha Wijesinghe, Plan II Honors
Avery Williams, Economics
Aubrey Winkie, Master of Global Policy Studies
Hao Zhang, Master in Economics
Yefan Zhou, Economi
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Welcome to the Fall 2016 incoming Research Affiliates!
In addition to the many research affiliates who are continuing to work with IPD, we are very
pleased to welcome several new members to the IPD family:
Hina Acharya, Master of Global Policy Studies
Francisco Almanza, Master of Global Policy Studies
Mariel Ambrose, Government
Bernadette Armendariz, Government
Marshal Atwater, Master of Global Policy Studies
JungEun Bae, English
Sarah Blumberg, Master of Global Policy Studies
Cody Brasher, Master of Global Policy Studies
Ryan Brown, Master of Global Policy Studies |
Master of Energy and Earth Resources
Abigail Brown, International Relations and Global
Studies | Spanish
Chi-Hsiang Chu, Master of Public Affairs
Andrew Corcoran, Master of Public Affairs
Josh Cuddy, Master of Public Affairs | Social Work
Sebastian De Beurs, Plan II Honors | Government |
History
Sara Diamond, PhD in Geography and the
Environment
Anh Do, Master of Public Affairs
Shelbie Embrey, Plan II Honors | Environmental
Sciences
Lauren Essary, Government | International Relations
and Global Studies
Carl Ferguson, Economics | Finance
Joe Forrer, Social Work
Tatiana Guevara, Government
Jennifer Hanson, Master of Global Policy Studies
Patrick Harned, Master of Global Policy Studies |
Master of Arts in Middle Eastern Studies
Jang-Hao Huang, Economics
Ghida Ismail, Master of Global Policy Studies
Grayson Jackson, Government
Dana Johnson, Master of Public Affairs

Rund Khayyat, Plan II Honors | Middle Eastern
Studies | Government
Paul Kuhne, Master of Global Policy Studies
Siyu Luo, Master of Public Affairs
Nico Madrid, Sociology
Apoorva Mahajan, Master of Public Affairs
Alison McGuigan, Master of Global Policy Studies
(DC Track)
Josh Meuth Alldredge, Master of Global Policy
Studies
Levi Mulloy, Government | Middle Eastern Studies
Isaac Ortega, Rhetoric and Writing
Hayssam Oueidat, Master of Public Affairs
Maria Pereyra-Vera, Master of Global Policy Studies
Renee Poisson, Master of Public Affairs
Shawn Ren, Philosophy | Government
Frank Sarno, Master of Public Affairs
Garrett Shuffield, Master of Global Policy Studies |
Master of Middle Eastern Studies
Chaudhry Shujaat Ali Haq, Master of Public Affairs
Michele Simoni, Master of Science in Civil
Engineering
Jessi Stafford, Master of Global Policy Studies
Jiayi Sun, Journalism
Allie Swatek, Master of Public Affairs
Alejandra Tello, Master of Global Policy Studies
Emmanuel Torres, Government
Dane Ulik, Master of Global Policy Studies
Eduardo Velazquez, Master of Global Policy Studies
Ben Wallace, English
Katherine Whitton, Master of Global Policy Studies
Ryan Williams, Master of Global Policy Studies |
Russian East European and Eurasian Studies
Huixin Zhan, Master of Public Affairs
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Faculty Affiliates
In 2016, IPD established a new Faculty Affiliates program to engage both in-resident UT-Austin
faculty and non-resident faculty at other universities worldwide in our ongoing research and
professional development activities. In the 2016-2017 academic year, the IPD faculty affiliates
will collaborate on research, grant fundraising, and sharing of work through our new speakers’
series. More information on our Faculty Affiliates can be found on IPD’s website.

New Faculty Affiliate
IPD was especially excited this year to invite Dr. James
Stevenson as our first Senior Resident Scholar. Dr. Stevenson is
an Agricultural Research Officer at the United Nations Food and
Agricultural Organization in Rome. He works with a team of
researchers that assesses the impact of agricultural and natural
resource management technologies, particularly in Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia; focusing on the work of the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) global
research partnership. He collaborates with economists,
agronomists, biophysical scientists, statistical agencies in African
countries and with other global institutions (e.g. World Bank
LSMS-ISA team; IFAD) to improve the quality and relevance of
agriculture-related data in a number of countries around the world.
Dr. Stevenson currently co-manages a $12 million USD grant on
“Strengthening Impact Assessment in the CGIAR” (2013 – 2017), with funding from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development.

Current Faculty Affiliates
Dr. Alexander Betts is the
Leopold W. Muller Professor
of Forced Migration and
International Affairs at the
University of Oxford, where he
is also Director of the Refugee
Studies Centre, and a Fellow
of Green-Templeton College.

Dr. Joshua Busby is an
Associate Professor at UTAustin’s LBJ School of
Public Affairs and a fellow
in the RGK Center for
Philanthropy and
Community Service as well
as a Distinguished Scholar
at the Robert S. Strauss
Center for International
Security and Law.

Dr. Sarah Bush is an
Assistant Professor of Political
Science at Temple University.
She was previously a
Postdoctoral Fellow in the
International Security Program
at the Belfer Center at the
Harvard Kennedy School.
She received her PhD in
Politics from Princeton
University in November 2011.

Dr. Susanna Campbell is
an Assistant Professor at
American University’s
School of International
Service. She is the
Principal Investigator of
“Aiding Peace? Donor
Behavior in ConflictAffected Countries,” funded
by the Swiss Network for
International Studies.
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Dr. Jason Cons is an
Assistant Professor of
Anthropology at UT-Austin.
He works on borders in
South Asia (with a focus on
Bangladesh), on climate
change, and on agrarian
change and rural
development.

Dr. Kim Yi Dionne is Five
College Assistant Professor
of Government at Smith
College. She studies identity,
public opinion, political
behavior, and policy aimed at
improving the human
condition, with a focus on
African countries.

Dr. Joshua Eisenman
(马佳士) is an Assistant
Professor at UT-Austin's LBJ
School of Public Affairs and
a senior fellow for China
studies at the American
Foreign Policy Council in
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Caroline Faria is an
Assistant Professor of
Geography at UT-Austin.
She is a feminist political and
cultural geographer working
on gender and nationalism.

Dr. Erin C. Lentz is an
Assistant Professor at UTAustin’s LBJ School of Public
Affairs. She researches
issues of food insecurity, aid,
gender and assistance
policies in East Africa and
South Asia.

Dr. Susan D. Hyde is an
Associate Professor of
Political Science and
International Affairs at
University of California,
Berkeley. She studies
international influences on
domestic politics, particularly
in the developing world.

Dr. Raj Patel is a Research
Professor at UT-Austin’s LBJ
School of Public Affairs. He
studies the global food
system and alternatives to
it. Dr. Patel is a frequent TED
talk presenter and an awardwinning author.

Dr. Rebecca Lewis is an
Associate Professor of
Anthropology at UT-Austin.
She is the founder and
Director of the Ankoatsifaka
Research Station in the
Kirindy Mité National Park in
Madagascar.
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Dr. Ole Jacob Sending is
the Director of Research at
the Norwegian Institute of
International Affairs (NUPI).
His research focuses on the
role of international and nongovernmental organizations
in global governance.

Dr. Lauren Prather is an
Assistant Professor of
Political Science at the
University of California, San
Diego, in the School of
Global Policy and Strategy.

Dr. Jason Sharman is
currently Professor at Griffith
University in Brisbane,
Australia. In 2017, he will be
moving to the United
Kingdom to be Professor of
Politics at Cambridge
University. He researches tax
havens and money
laundering in global finance.

Dr. Rachel Wellhausen is
an Assistant Professor of
Government at UT-Austin,
with courtesy appointments
at the McCombs School of
Business and the Center for
Russian, East European, and
Eurasian Studies. She
studies the global political
economy of foreign direct
investment.

Dr. Joseph K. Young is an
Associate Professor at
American University with a
joint appointment in the
School of Public Affairs and
the School of International
Service. He studies
international conflict, violence
and global terrorism.
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Research Training & Professional Development
IPD seeks to develop our student research affiliates’ skills, so that our students can move into
academic or policy positions in the fields of peace studies, conflict management, international
development, and humanitarian assistance. Every year, we offer weekly training sessions and private
tutorials to our researchers that focus on these skillsets. These skills include:
●

●
●
●
●
●

Data management, including how to find,
extract, and interpret data; research
design; sampling strategies and
techniques; fieldwork skills including
interviews and focus groups; Excel;
STATA; and GIS
Teamwork, including writing, research,
fieldwork, and presentation
Project design and management
Research design and analysis
Writing for both academic and policy
audiences
Strategies for communication and
publication

In addition, IPD offers regular sessions on Professional Development, including:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Finding Careers
Resumes
Pulling together other application materials
Interviewing
Networking
Grant proposal writing
Grant management
Program/project evaluation design and management
Ethics of working in international peace and development

2016 Internship Highlights
As part of our commitment to providing meaningful professional development and applied research
experience, IPD provides support for students seeking professional internships. Each year, we help
to place, and often fund (in collaboration with our grant partners), many students in high-impact
positions around the world. Below are some highlights of our 2016 placements.
Raheem Chaudhry, Nepal Monitor, Nepal
Raheem Chaudhry (pictured far right) was a 2016
AidData Summer Fellow with Nepal Monitor. He
managed and analyzed Nepal Monitor’s data and used
it to map various human rights incidents in Nepal. He
also trained Nepal Monitor staff to use GIS and basic
data management software. To develop context for
various trends analysis, Raheem was also able to visit
remote villages and interview locals about their
experience during reconstruction.
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Paul Ryan, Institute for Social and Environment, Nepal
Paul Ryan is a second-year dual degree master’s student in Global Policy Studies and Middle Eastern
Studies. He spent the summer 2016 in Kathmandu, Nepal, with funding from the Eleanor Crook
Fellowship and USAID/AidData Summer Fellows program. Ryan worked with the Institute for Social
and Environment Transition (ISET), a non-governmental organization that seeks to build greater
resilience to climate change and natural disasters in Nepal through both grassroots and policy
interventions, particularly in rural areas. The organization worked directly with Nepali policymakers
and regularly published reports that were read at all levels of the government. Paul’s key role was to
train this organization in GIS systems, particularly ArcGIS and QGIS.
Ria Chakrabarty, World Health Organization, Switzerland
Ria Chakrabarty, a second-year master’s student in
Global Policy Studies at the LBJ School of Public
Affairs, was a Global Health Fellow through the Duke
Program for Global Policy & Governance in Geneva.
She worked as an intern in the HIV department at the
World Health Organization (WHO). During the
summer of 2016, Ria built a map of studies of
innovative projects to deliver treatment and care
services to children living with HIV and compiled an
annotated bibliography on differentiated care, a new
kind of HIV service delivery model for children, to
inform future WHO guidelines on providing HIV
treatment. During her internship, Ria had the
opportunity to serve as rapporteur for the Second
Annual Meeting of the Global Validation Advisory
Committee for the Elimination of Mother-to-Child
Transmission of HIV and Syphilis.
Cleo Stern, Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team, Uganda
Cleo Stern (pictured in the center), a
second-year dual degree master’s
student at the LBJ School of Public
Affairs and the UT School of Public
Health, was an AidData Summer Fellow
working
with
the
Humanitarian
OpenStreetMap Team (HOT) in
Kampala, Uganda. Throughout the
course of the summer Cleo provided
OpenStreetMap training to communitylevel actors, students, and NGOs. Cleo
also worked with the ResilientAfrica
Network (RAN Lab) to organize a
hackathon,
which
focused
on
innovative open data solutions for
climate change resilience. Cleo had the
opportunity to travel to every region in
Uganda with HOT, and planned and launched the first OSM Mapping Event in Kigali, Rwanda.
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Haley McCoin, Nepal Monitor, Nepal
Haley McCoin (pictured to the
left)
is
a
fourth-year
undergraduate student at UTAustin, majoring in International
Relations and Global Studies.
This past summer, she was an
AidData Summer Fellow in
Kathmandu, Nepal, where she
worked for Nepal Monitor. Nepal
Monitor is a human rights and
security-focused
NGO
that
disseminates human rights and
security alerts to subscribers
through its online platform,
nepalmonitor.org. With fellow
IPDer Raheem Chaudhry, Haley
provided weekly tutorials to the
Nepal Monitor team in ArcGIS mapping techniques, Haley was also given the opportunity to conduct
field visits with the Nepal Monitor Outreach Coordinator, and met with local community members to
better understand the situation for women since the 2015 earthquake. A few of these interviews are
highlighted in her blog on the Nepal Monitor website, Hidden in Plain Sight: Issues for Women following
the Earthquake.
Mary Vo, Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs, New York City
Mary Vo is a second-year master’s student in Global Policy
Studies at the LBJ School of Public Affairs and is currently serving
as an IPD graduate research fellow. During the summer, Mary
interned at the Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs
in New York City. As a nonpartisan educational institution for
international affairs, the Carnegie Council tackles a broad

“Being at the Carnegie Council requires being
adaptable and up-to-date on the news, so I learned
to receive and process information more quickly.
Already I feel that this experience has helped me
polish my skills in international affairs.”
— Mary Vo, Master of Global Policy Studies

spectrum of projects published in various forms: podcasts,
journals, articles, videos, and exhibitions. Mary worked with the Asia Dialogues Program, researching
policy changes in Japan around gender norms and higher education reform. At the Carnegie Council,
she applied her research and writing skills and Japanese language proficiency. During her time there,
she met Japan policy experts and gained a holistic view of Japan's socioeconomic changes tied to the
world at large. She also put together the syllabus for the upcoming program on Indonesia.
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Emma Kent, InterAction, Washington, D.C.
Emma Kent, a second-year master’s student in Global Policy Studies at
the LBJ School of Public Affairs, completed an internship with InterAction,
an NGO alliance organization based in Washington D.C. She gathered
data for the NGO Aid Map, InterAction’s web-based map of ongoing NGO
projects around the world. In addition, Emma conducted research
and wrote a report with concrete recommendations on how the NGO Aid
Map could improve data quantity and quality from its contributing
members. Emma also had the opportunity to attend several events on
Capitol Hill, including those focused on the Global Food Security Act of
2016.
Annie Kilroy, Partnership for Public Service, Washington, D.C.
Annie Kilroy (back row third from right), a secondyear master’s student in Public Affairs at the LBJ
School of Public Affairs, interned at the
Partnership for Public Service in Washington, D.C.
The Partnership is a non-profit that partners
consulting firms with federal agencies and works
to improve management, leadership, and
efficiency within federal workforce. As a research
fellow, Annie conducted background research for
the Government Customer Service Initiative, kickstarted the Women in Federal Government project,
and worked with the presidential transition teams
Annie at Partnership for Public Service,
to construct and analyze a database tracking the
back row, third from the right
process for presidential appointees. She also
collected, coded, and analyzed evaluations for the various Education and Outreach programs the
Partnership provided to federal employees and standardized a system that tracks the impact and
influence of the Partnership's various research publications.
Anna Koons, Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network, Washington, D.C.
Anna Koons, a second-year dual degree
master’s student in Global Policy Studies and
Public Health, received a Crook Fellowship to
spend the summer at the Modernizing Foreign
Assistance Network (MFAN) in Washington,
D.C. MFAN is a reform coalition working to
improve the effectiveness of US foreign aid
around country ownership, transparency,
monitoring & evaluation, and learning. Anna
represented MFAN at meetings and events
around D.C. and contributed to MFAN's policy
analysis of U.S. legislation, such as the Global
Anna, pictured second from left,
Food Security Act, the Foreign Aid
with Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network
Accountability & Transparency Act and
National Defense Authorization Act of 2016. She also provided analysis on current events, such as
the World Humanitarian Summit and the Grand Bargain and President Obama's International
Development Summit.
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Jake Barnett, Africa Center for Strategic Studies, National Defense University, Washington D.C.
As a summer 2016 research assistant at the Africa Center for
Strategic Studies, Jake Barnett headed up a project comparing
security sector effectiveness across 54 African countries. He
worked on establishing the quantitative and qualitative
framework, and completed profiles for six countries. The final
product will be used by Office of the Secretary of Defense and
U.S. Africa Command. Since August 2016, with the support of
a Boren Fellowship, Jake has been studying Swahili at the
University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania, and conducting
independent research on various East Africa security issues.

“I've had the opportunity to explore several areas
of this incredible country [Tanzania], and learn a
great deal about local politics, history, and culture.
It's been a terrific experience thus far, and I look
forward to continuing my studies here up until next
summer!”
— Jake Barnett, History | Plan II Honors

Laura Richards, Women in Uganda Network, Uganda
Laura Richards is a second-year dual degree
master’s student in Global Policy Studies and
Business Administration, pursuing a certificate
in Non-Profit Management. This summer, as
an AidData Summer Fellow, Laura worked at
the Women of Uganda Network (WOUGNET)
in Kampala, Uganda. WOUGNET is a small
non-governmental
organization
that
encourages
women’s
participation
in
Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) and promotes social accountability
through ICTs. WOUGNET connects more than
90 women’s organizations throughout Uganda
and has founded and trained more than 400
Voluntary Social Accountability Committees
(VSACs) and women’s associations in order to
empower women and facilitate their development. At WOUGNET, Laura mapped women's
empowerment work and implemented trainings on open source technologies in Uganda and Rwanda.
Additionally, Laura planned and facilitated the third annual Hackathon at the Resilient Africa Network
(RAN) based at Makerere University, which had more than 70 participants. Finally, Laura established
a partnership between the RAN Lab, the K Innovation Lab in Kigali, and the Open Sustainability
Institute to offer a free, multidisciplinary e-training program for women that will filter into internship
opportunities.
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IPD Alumni: Where are they now?
IPD is proud that we now have over 100 alumni from our research team. We take this moment
to interview two of graduates to find out what they are doing now and how IPD has helped
them in their post-graduate careers.

Angie Acquatella
BA in Economics; BS in Mathematics; Minor in Government (May 2016)
IPD Research Affiliate, Spring 2013-Spring 2016
Q: When and how did you become
interested in international / economic
development?
Growing up in Chile and traveling across
South America made me aware of differences
between countries from a very young age. I
always wondered why some places were
"safer" than others, or why some had
supermarkets with more variety, or why some
cities had more beggars on the street. When I
became interested in research, international
development encompassed this set of
questions that I had been asking myself for a
long time.
Q: When did you become involved in IPD?
In the spring of my freshman year, I was
looking for opportunities to get involved in
research. As an unskilled undergraduate,
however, it was difficult to find a professor with
an open position who was willing to take me
in. After an unsuccessful search within my
department, I spoke to Dr. Carver (Director of
the UT Liberal Arts Honors Program), who
pointed me in the direction of IPD. Mike and
Kate (co-directors of IPD) are the only
professors I know of that are willing to invest

I always wondered why some places were "safer" than others, or why some had
supermarkets with more variety, or why some cities had more beggars on the street.
When I became interested in research, international development encompassed this
set of questions that I had been asking myself for a long time.

in unskilled undergraduates and

24

IPD Alumni: Where are they now?

IPD Annual Report 2015‐2016

teach them the research skills they need to start a career in research. Liberal Arts, unlike Natural
Sciences, requires a larger training investment, which is why opportunities for undergraduates are so
rare. Thanks to Mike and Kate, I developed the research skills needed to start my career in research
while I was still an undergraduate.
Q: What was your most valuable experience in working with IPD?

Experiments! While at IPD, I was part of the Experiments Team, where I had the chance to see some
projects carried to completion and some larger ones in different stages of conceptual development
and implementation. Doing experiments teaches you to design your own dataset, which is an
invaluable skill. Developing an intuition for what your matrix of data should look like carries through to
any empirical work, and I have found this tremendously valuable for all the research projects I have
worked on.
Q: Now that you’ve graduated from UT, what are your plans?
I am doing a PhD in Economics at Harvard University.

It's so hard to find
professors willing to
dedicate so much time to
their students. IPD is a
place where you can get
so much out of the
experience if you just take
the initiative.

Q: What kinds of skills have been most useful in your postgraduate endeavors?
The first year of grad school involves a lot of problem sets and
reading the most important papers in the economics field. The
research part kicks in after the second year. For problem sets,
I've been drawing upon my math background to complete proofs
and solve Bellman equations. For the readings, I have found it
helpful to have had experience in conducting literature reviews.
I'm finding that I recognize names of authors that were cited in
papers I had read. It's nice to be able to put everything into
context.

Q: If you were to give any advice to new students just starting work with IPD, what would it be?
Take advantage of this fantastic opportunity! It's so hard to find professors willing to dedicate so much
time to their students. IPD is a place where you can get so much out of the experience if you just take
the initiative. Find a project that interests you and go talk to the people involved. In a place like IPD,
chances are they will bring you right on board in the team. This is so unique to IPD and a great way
to build a skill set that is way beyond what students expect to attain in their undergraduate careers.
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Reid Porter
MA, Public Affairs (May 2013)
IPD Graduate Research Fellow & Team Leader for GIS and Analytics, Spring-Summer 2013
Q: When did you become interested in international development?
I wish I had discovered it earlier—stuff like
Peace Corps was not exactly on my radar
coming from a conservative small town in
Texas. After college, I was doing
community development with a firm that
helped poor communities in East and
South Texas compete for CDBG funds
(Community Development Block Grant). I
loved the work and especially the limited
interaction I had with my client
community's leadership, but had always
been interested in traveling abroad,
learning about other cultures, and
working with truly vulnerable populations.
The LBJ School was—unexpectedly, I
might add—a great switch from "domestic
development" to the international field.
Q: When did you become involved in IPD?
I started right at the beginning of IPD in Spring 2013, which was unfortunately my last semester at the
LBJ School. I asked Kate Weaver if she knew of any research I could get involved with and she
mentioned IPD. I led the inaugural GIS and Analytics team with Andy Rottas, a PhD candidate from
the Government Department. He headed up the "Analytics" part and I took the "GIS" part, given my
prior background in GIS work. That first semester was full of fits and starts. We trained up to geocode
aid projects, then waited a long time for actual assignments, then finally did some geocoding, then
waited, then worked really hard with the Health team (led by Allison Minor, now working at USAID in
Washington) to start up a joint project on maternal health.
Q: What was your most valuable experience working with IPD?
I was able to travel to Southampton, England to participate in a conference funded by Norad (the
Norwegian Development Agency) to discuss the "state of the art" of maternal health mapping with
James Campbell (formerly ICS Integrare), Andy Tatem (University of Southampton,
AfriPop/WorldPop), Steven Ebener (formerly WHO), Zoë Matthews (University of Southampton), and
several other prominent experts in the field of maternal health. It was an exciting experience and one
of the first validating moments that I had made the right choice to get into this field in the first place.
Q: What did you do after graduating from UT?
After graduating from UT, I moved to Washington, DC, where I joined Pact ("the biggest NGO you've
never heard of!"). Pact is a ~$150m organization that works primarily in health, good governance, and
capacity development. I joined the Results & Measurement team as the Senior R&M
Specialist. The job had a dual role: heading up Pact's global M&E initiatives, like collecting data for
the "Global Indicators" to measure Pact's outcomes across the world, as well as assisting project
teams in various countries to implement a new data management system to improve and standardize
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our M&E technology across all field offices. My portfolio included Thailand, Nepal, Ukraine, and
Malawi.
Q: What kinds of skills did you acquire in your time at UT that you have found most useful for
your post-graduate career?
I thought my stats skills would be most useful for whatever job I got next, either as an analyst, a
Monitoring & Evaluation professional, or just a data monkey. Not so. They came in handy every now
and then, but for the most part it was a more general understanding of the ins and outs of "data" that
was most useful, both at Pact and at Amida. With all the talk surrounding the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Data Revolution, Big Data, etc., it is extremely valuable
to actually know what data can and can't do, how data quality works in the real world, and the "friction"
that data encounters as it is analyzed, aggregated, and reported. I hate to admit it, but being an Excel
whiz didn't hurt either. That one is a mixed bag though; you quickly become the "Excel guy." Eventually
I got tired of having people send me their Excel questions, so I launched a series of workshops on
data viz, pivot tables, and other functions. Capacity development starts at home!
Q: What skills or experiences do you most wish you had acquired while you were still studying
at UT?
As I alluded to above, I found the "clean room" approach to data analysis—“here's a perfectly
processed dataset, go nuts!"—didn't really help me a lot in the real world. For one, most development
orgs just aren't there yet. They go to conferences and talk about Big Data, but really they're still trying
to figure out how to build basic M&E capacity and get people to stop relying on unprotected
spreadsheets. I know a lot of the other policy schools with bigger international development programs
have more specific courses on topics within M&E. For UT/LBJ students looking to get into the weeds,
I would suggest a mix of courses in data science, data technology, and (especially if you’re interested
in data tech) organizational change management.

With all the talk surrounding the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), the Data Revolution, Big Data, etc., it is extremely valuable to actually
know what data can and can't do, how data quality works in the real world, and the
"friction" that data encounters as it is analyzed, aggregated, and reported.

For those that want to give all that data stuff a wide berth, see if you can dig into more of the
programmatic work that you'll likely be hired into rather than the institutional theory of economic
development. How do you build trust between a community and local government? What are the
benefits and limitations of microfinance? How do you develop a theory of change, results framework,
etc. for a particular intervention? What are the most effective approaches to long-term, sustainable
capacity development in the context of local communities and traditional authority structures?
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External Funding
USAID High Education Solutions Network: $25 million
consortium award (IPD sub-award of $920,000) 2013-2018
AidData Center for Development Policy
In November 2012, USAID announced the creation of the Higher Education
Solutions Network (HESN), a multidisciplinary research and development effort that encourages
cooperation between development professionals and academia. A $25 million USAID HESN grant
enabled the creation of the AidData Center for Development Policy, a joint venture between IPD at
The University of Texas at Austin, the College of William & Mary, Development Gateway, Brigham
Young University, and ESRI. The Center is one of eight Development Labs that are working on the
creation, testing, and scaling of innovating solutions to the most pressing development challenges.
IPD currently has a sub-award of $920,000 under the HESN initiative.
The AidData Center for Development Policy provides geospatial data and tools that enable the global
development community to more effectively target, coordinate, and evaluate aid. Working in
partnership with USAID country missions, host governments, and civil society groups, the Center
pinpoints the precise geographic locations of development projects and creates subnational maps and
dashboards that overlay geocoded project data with spatial data on poverty, disease, violence,
environmental degradation, and governance. These data and tools make it possible to visualize and
analyze where funds are going at the subnational level compared to the areas of greatest need and
opportunity, which in turn facilitates analysis of aid effectiveness

U.S. Department of Defense Minerva Initiative: $800,000
(IPD sub-award of $210,000) 2013-2016
Natural Resources and Armed Conflict
The University of North Carolina - Charlotte, in cooperation with IPD at The
University of Texas at Austin, the University of Albany, and Pennsylvania State University, has been
awarded a grant from the U.S. Department of Defense’s Minerva Initiative, a research initiative
launched by the Secretary of Defense in 2008 focusing on areas of strategic importance to U.S.
national security policy. As part of this work, members of the IPD Conflict and Development Team
explore how natural resources such as oil reserves, mineral deposits, and alluvial gemstones influence
the likelihood, type, and duration of armed conflict in the developing world.
The project addresses an existing deficit in knowledge by developing (1) a comprehensive, global,
geocoded dataset of natural resource locations, and (2) measuring if and precisely how rebel groups
control or exploit such resources. These data will enable an understanding of how variation in the
degree and type of control that rebel groups exercise over resources will influence their strategies of
violence.
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U.S. Department of Defense Minerva Initiative: $1.9
million, 2014-2017
Complex Emergencies and Political Stability in Asia (CEPSA)
The Robert S. Strauss Center for International Security & Law holds a $1.9 million
grant from the U.S. Department of Defense’s Minerva Initiative. IPD co-directors Catherine Weaver
and Michael Findley are key investigators on the Strauss Center research team, led by Principal
Investigator and IPD Faculty Affiliate Dr. Joshua Busby of the LBJ School of Public Affairs. As part of
the CEPSA program, IPD’s research team (under the management of Nisha Krishnan) explores the
causes and dynamics of complex emergencies in South and Southeast Asia and options for building
government capacity to prevent and respond to such situations. The Strauss Center’s proposal was
one of only twelve selected for funding out of 261 applicants to the Minerva program.

National Science Foundation $250,000 Consortium Grant,
2015-2016
Effectiveness of International Aid
Dr. Michael Findley is a principal investigator on a $250,000 consortium grant from
the National Science Foundation to study the effects of development aid. Together with colleagues at
the University of Michigan, University of Maryland, and Brigham Young University, Findley is
developing methods and data to explore local-level variation in the effectiveness of international
development assistance projects designed to improve the provision of people’s basic needs. Findley’s
recent work geographically coding and analyzing development data provides a backbone for the
project by providing methodological approaches and extensive data sources for analysis.

Swiss Network of International Studies: $230,000 (IPD
sub-award of $80,000) 2013-2016
Aiding Peace? Donor Behavior in Conflict-Affected Countries
Michael Findley (IPD Co-Director) is a principal investigator on the Aiding Peace
project, together with Susanna Campbell at the Graduate Institute of International
and Development Studies, Geneva. The research team was awarded $230,000 by the Swiss Network
of International Studies (SNIS) to investigate whether international donors respond to the ebbs and
flows of peace processes or whether their behaviour is motivated by other factors that are exogenous
to events within conflict-torn countries.
The project employs an innovative multi-method research design and compares the behavior of
different types of donors in three relatively contemporaneous peace processes: Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Nepal, and Sudan. The results provide a theoretical framework and extensive empirical
analysis to help academics and policymakers classify the behavior of different donors and bring to
light policy recommendations to improve their impact on war-to-peace transitions.
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Eleanor Crook Foundation: $50,000, 2016-2017
Ugandan Grassroots Nutrition
Dr. Kate Weaver is currently leading a one-year Policy Research
Project at the LBJ School of Public Affairs, sponsored by the
Eleanor Crook Foundation of San Marcos, Texas. The project
supports the development and implementation of the Uganda
Grassroots Nutrition program in northern Uganda, which will
provide funding opportunities and capacity building to local
organizations to improve the overall quantity and quality of
nutrition programming in this poorest and most food insecure part
of the country. The PRP team will also be leading a bipartisan
advocacy outreach effort to U.S. Congress around the Global
Food Security Act during the Spring 2017 appropriations session.

Texas A&M / USAID $25,000
Research Grant
ICT for Peace & Development
Michael Findley received a $25,000 grant from Texas A&M, with
funding originating with USAID, to study how information and
communications technology (ICT) could be used in peacebuilding
and development. Findley is conducting research in Sudan and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo to understand the ways in
which ICT could be deployed by development actors such as
USAID or peacebuilding actors such as the United Nations.
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For more information on Innovations for Peace and Development, please visit us at:
Website: www.ipdutexas.org
Facebook: InnovationsForPeaceAndDevelopment
Twitter: @InnovationsPD
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