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Letter from IPD’s Directors 
When	we	 launched	 Innovations	 for	 Peace	 and	Development	 (IPD)	 four	 years	 ago,	we	hoped	 that	 it	would	
provide	 an	 intellectual	 community	 for	 students	 and	 scholars	 who	 shared	 our	 passion	 for	 international	
development	 research	 and	 policy.	We	 thought	 IPD	might	 attract	 a	 handful	 of	 interested	 students.	 To	 our	
surprise	and	delight,	dozens	of	students—from	freshmen	in	college	to	PhD	candidates,	and	from	liberal	arts	
scholars	to	hard	scientists—have	come	together	to	learn	and	make	an	impact	in	development	work.		
	
For	 example,	 this	 past	 May,	 a	 group	 of	 professors	 and	 students	 from	 the	 University	 of	 Texas	 and	 other	
institutions	 traveled	 to	 Bogotá,	 Colombia	 to	 take	 part	 in	 an	 unprecedented	 “hackathon”	 dedicated	 to	 the	
successful	 implementation	of	 the	Colombian	Peace	Accord.	Sponsored	 in	 large	part	by	USAID,	 the	 two-day	
gathering	was	an	energetic	and	exciting	conference	marked	by	collaborative	work	sessions	and	interdisciplinary	
brainstorming	 among	 government	 officials,	 journalists,	 civil	 society	 representatives	 and	 academics.	 We	
analyzed	information	from	the	largest	datasets	covering	the	Colombian	peace	deal,	and	worked	with	Cifras	y	
Conceptos	(a	Colombian	data	firm)	and	Universidad	de	los	Andes	to	find	new	conclusions	concerning	the	future	
of	Colombian	peace.	The	most	important	moment	of	the	conference	occurred	during	a	two-hour	meeting	with	
municipal	mayors	from	around	the	country	from	zones	with	high	levels	of	FARC	and	paramilitary	violence.	The	
mayors	 provided	 personal	 insights	 that	 added	 a	 valuable,	 grounded	 perspective	 to	 our	 own	 policy	
recommendations.	Through	their	experiences,	we	crafted	a	concise	policy	report,	a	concluding	presentation	
for	 conference	 stakeholders,	 and	 an	 academic	 paper	 which	 will	 support	 the	 Colombian	 government	 as	 it	
implements	the	peace	accords.	
	
The	year	before,	a	group	of	IPD	researchers	traveled	twice	to	Honduras	to	evaluate	the	adaptation	of	the	Aid	
Management	Platform,	a	system	which	had	been	previously	 introduced	to	 local	development	practitioners.	
The	team	interviewed	over	75	government,	donor,	and	civil	society	organization	officials,	and	surveyed	510	
more	 to	 determine	 under	 what	 conditions	 these	 beneficiaries	 of	 open	 aid	 data	 would	 take	 up	 and	 use	
information	provided	in	the	new	platform.		
	
These	two	projects	capture	the	essence	of	the	work	that	takes	place	every	day	at	Innovations	for	Peace	and	
Development.	 The	 collaborative,	 high-speed	 environment	 of	 the	 Data4Peace	 Hackathon	 illustrates	 how	
academic	research	is	complemented	by	direct	feedback	from	on-the-ground	officials	and	citizens.	And	our	work	
in	Honduras	reveals	that	only	through	rigorous	evaluation	can	we	dispel	myths	about	the	effectiveness	of	new	
programs	and	the	challenges	we	face	in	development.	
	
This	year,	IPD	moves	forward	with	new	projects,	new	students	and	sustained	partnerships	with	the	World	Bank,	
USAID,	Development	Gateway,	AidData,	and	others.	Now,	we	are	also	collaborating	with	the	Shalom	Center	
for	Conflict	Resolution	and	Reconciliation,	an	NGO	that	trains	community	leaders	in	peacebuilding	in	countries	
across	Africa.	IPD	students	will	have	the	opportunity	to	travel	to	Nairobi	to	train	with	Shalom.	We	also	continue	
to	work	closely	with	Ubongo	Learning,	a	Tanzanian	social	enterprise	and	the	leading	producer	and	distributor	
of	animated	edutainment	 in	Africa.	 In	 just	 four	years,	 IPD	has	grown	from	a	small	research	 lab	to	a	vibrant	
interdisciplinary	program	with	more	than	one	hundred	active	students	and	research	affiliates.	Our	organization	
has	brought	to	life	UT’s	commitment	to	experiential	learning	and	professional	development	for	all	students.	
Most	importantly,	IPD	has	lived	up	to	UT’s	core	motto:	what	starts	here	changes	the	world.		
		
Sincerely,	

																																															 											
Professor,	Department	of	Government																								Associate	Professor,	LBJ	School	of	Public	Affairs	
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IPD Research Teams 
Each academic year, IPD organizes research teams around its major projects. Each project is led by 
one or two Graduate Research Fellows, in conjunction with IPD’s faculty directors. IPD Research 
Affiliates—graduate and undergraduate students from across UT Austin’s campus—join a team to 
gain experience applying substantive skills to a specific research topic over the course of a year. The 
focus on teamwork and mentoring offers students the opportunity to attain valuable professional 
experience in project management, data analytics, and writing for professional conferences and high-
level publications, all while contributing to real-world projects.  

In the 2016-2017 academic year, IPD hosted seven teams:  

Chinese	Development	Finance	(CDF)	
 
The international aid community is more interested than ever in understanding the rising influence of 
China in international development finance.  The formal establishment in 2015 of the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank—a new China-led multilateral 
institution—is one of the key ways in which China is asserting itself on 
the global stage and shaping the way the world defines and pursues 
development. The CDF Team was launched in the summer of 2015 to 
provide a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the Bank’s 
developments, membership status, and project implementation. Each 
member of the team is assigned a specific day of the week to review, 
translate, and summarize articles from media outlets around the world 
that contain information concerning the AIIB and other Chinese 
development finance agencies. These articles are archived, 
summarized, and compiled into a weekly digest that is sent out every 
Tuesday afternoon and uploaded onto the IPD CDF Team’s blog 
space. This digest is now followed extensively by thought leaders in 
major U.S. and international organizations. In addition to the weekly 
digest, the CDF Team produced its first Trends Report in April, offering 
analysis of major trends concerning the AIIB and the greater Asian 
development landscape. 
 
Complex	Emergencies	and	Political	Stability	in	Asia	(CEPSA)	
 
The CEPSA team contributes to our three-year, $1.9 million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Defense Minerva Initiative, conducted in partnership with the Robert S. Strauss Center for International 
Security & Law at UT Austin. The team tracks and analyzes foreign assistance for their relevance to 
climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and management in South and Southeast Asia, 
with a specific focus on Bangladesh as a first critical case study. In 2016-2017, the team conducted 
semi-structured interviews with over 70  representatives  from  donors,  government  ministries,  and 
practitioners  (e.g.,  from  non-governmental  organizations)  in  Bangladesh  and Nepal on  how  
climate  change adaptation and disaster risk management are integrated into planning processes, 
existing capacities to implement and lead such work, and future challenges.  The team evaluated aid 
project transparency, particularly for those funded  and/or  implemented  by  the  World  Bank,  Asian 
Development Bank,  Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA), U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), and the U.K.’s Department for International  Development (DfID) in the study 
region. The team’s data and results are published through the CEPSA’s complex emergencies 
dashboard and in widely disseminated policy briefs.
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Governance	and	Development	Team	
 
The Governance and Development team uses statistical tools and GIS mapping software to study 
governments' capacity, autonomy, delivery of services, and integrity in carrying out these functions. 
The team is currently undertaking three projects pertaining to government audits, employment 
expenditures, and intergovernmental fiscal transfers in Honduras. Since the fall of 2015, the team has 
completed an extensive literature review, cleaned a dataset comprising 1,200 variables, and 
conducted 35 interviews in various municipalities in Honduras. In the process, Research Affiliates on 
the team gained valuable skills in geocoding, data cleaning and management using Excel, data 
visualization using GIS mapping software, and statistical analysis with Stata. The team aims to publish 
draft working papers related to its studies soon. 
	
Open	Aid	Team	
 
The Open Aid team coordinated a research project and randomized control trial 
(RCT) on the use of geospatial aid information in Honduras. This project tested 
how training and information treatments changed the use of open data in 
development decisions in Honduras. The impact of these treatments was 
measured by a survey of over 500 people working in government, civil society 
organizations (CSOs), and development partners to understand the decision-
making environment in Honduras. The team also lent its GIS and data analysis 
technical capacity to other teams to create a model to predict food security in 
Malawi, develop a sampling frame for food security research in Tanzania and 
Uganda, and develop network analysis for research on patronage in Honduras. 
	
Data	for	Peace	

 
The Data4Peace team explores 
data-driven strategies to carry 
out the 2016 Colombian Peace 
Accord. This past year, the 
Data4Peace team helped plan 
and execute a “hackathon” in 
partnership with Universidad de 
los Andes, Cifras y Conceptos 
(a Colombian research firm), 
and USAID in Bogotá. 
 

Prior to hosting the event, the Data4Peace team produced comprehensive policy briefs that offered 
context for each pillar of the peace accord. These sections included political participation, rural reform, 
illicit drugs, the end of the conflict, victim reconciliation, and implementation and verification of the 
peace accords. After gathering and synthesizing dozens of datasets and hundreds of variables, the 
teams from UT and Uniandes hosted the hackathon in May of 2017. Academic leaders, students, data 
analysts and government officials worked together to identify possible strategies to carry out the 
accords and find solutions to challenges that were expected to arise. This coming year, the 
Data4Peace team will continue to analyze its findings, and will stay in communication with our 
Colombian counterparts to support progress in peace between the Colombian government and the 
demobilizing FARC groups.  The team will also incorporate new research on regional governance 
programs in Colombia and global trends in the privatization of security.  
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Networked	Power	and	Pathologies	Project 
 
In recent years, the field of international development has been 
characterized by a reliance on an ever-increasing number of 
ratings and rankings, such as the Corruption Perceptions Index, 
the Good Governance Indicators, and the Failed States Index. 
These indicators are meant to measure performance across 
sectors and facilitate comparative analysis that is designed to 
rank states, and thus “name and shame” bad behavior in global 
governance. The rankings are often bundled into development 
indices as a way of aggregating information. The Networked 
Power and Pathologies project examines the ecosystem of global 
development indices, with an aim to map shared dependencies 
among indices and evaluate how power is created and exercised 
in the act of scoring. 
 
 
 
 Natural	Resources	Project 
 
How and when does natural resource wealth create development growth opportunities for countries, 
and when does that wealth incite conflict and cause state failure? The Natural Resources project aims 
to (1) geolocate all critical mineral resource extraction locations worldwide; and (2) derive a price value 
for each of these locations. The cleaned data will then be used to gain inferential leverage on the 
larger concepts of conflict and governance. With respect to conflict, the data will help us better 
understand rebel groups, their activity, areas of control, access to resources, and conflict over 
resources themselves. In turn, we will gain significant inference on the nature of civil conflict, its onset, 
and its duration, as well the concept of lootability--that is, how easily particular resources are extracted, 
transported, smuggled, and sold. With respect to governance, the project helps us better understand 
the extent which natural resource rents contribute to political regime stability, the resource curse, and 
Dutch Disease. 
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IPD Directors 
 
Michael (Mike) Findley is a Professor in the Government 
Department at The University of Texas at Austin. His research 
and teaching examine political violence, international political 
economy, and international development. He conducts ongoing 
fieldwork in numerous countries including Uganda, Sudan, South 
Sudan, South Africa, Colombia, and Democratic Republic of 
Congo, among others. Mike also works extensively with 
international development organizations including the World 
Bank, USAID, the African Development Bank, and the 
International Aid Transparency Initiative, along with many 
developing country governments. His work influences 
government deliberations and legislation, is covered broadly in 
the global media, and is incorporated by international 
development actors.  
 
 
 
 

Catherine (Kate) Weaver is an Associate Professor at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs at The University of Texas at Austin. Her 
research focuses on international development and global 
governance.  Kate conducts extensive qualitative fieldwork all over 
the world and publishes widely on the political economy of aid and 
the reform of international development institutions. She is a key 
investigator for the CCAPS and CEPSA programs, where she 
oversees the development of innovative methods to track and map 
international climate change, disaster risk management, and food 
security assistance for developing countries. Kate is also 
completing a book project on the diffusion and impact evaluation 
of global open aid policies and practices. More recently, Kate has 
started working with the Eleanor Crook Foundation to design and 
implement a new grants and capacity building program for local 

organizations working on nutrition security in northern Uganda. Kate is also a Distinguished Scholar 
at the Robert S. Strauss Center for International Security & Law. 
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IPD Graduate Research Fellows 

 

 
Daniela Hernández Salazar 
MA, Global Policy Studies 

MA, Latin American Studies 

Daniela Hernández Salazar is the 2016-2017 IPD program manager and 
co-team leader for the Governance and Development team. She is a third-
year master’s student at the LBJ School of Public Affairs and Teresa 
Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies (LLILAS), pursuing a dual 
degree in Global Policy and Latin American Studies. Her research focuses 
on good governance, transparency and accountability initiatives, anti-
corruption monitoring, and international development with a regional focus 
in Latin America. She holds a BA in Anthropology and a BDP certificate in 
Global Studies from The University of Texas at Austin. Daniela is fluent in 
Spanish and has extensive experience conducting fieldwork in Latin 
America. 
 

 
Caleb Rudow 

MA, Global Policy Studies 

Caleb Rudow finished his Masters in Global Policy Studies in May 2017 
with a specialization in advanced methods for international development. 
Caleb is interested in understanding how to use GIS, open data, and 
crowdsourcing to improve decision making in international development. 
Prior to attending UT, he was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Zambia where 
he learned the Bantu languages of Chinyanja and Chinsenga. While at IPD, 
Caleb worked with Jose Castillo to manage an RCT on the study the uptake 
of open data in Honduras, performed research on climate change with the 
CEPSA project, and created a series of maps and analysis on food security 
in Malawi, Tanzania, and Uganda.  

 
Mike Denly 

PhD, Government 

Michael (Mike) Denly is a PhD student in the Department of Government. 
His research concerns governance, corruption, clientelism, and 
international development. At IPD, Mike leads the Governance Team, 
which is currently undertaking projects related to patronage and corruption 
in Honduras. Prior to joining UT Austin, Mike consulted on matters 
concerning governance, anti-corruption, climate finance, and education for 
the World Bank. In August 2015, Mike graduated with a dual MA in 
Development Management and Policy from Georgetown University and 
Universidad Nacional de San Martín in Argentina. Mike also holds an MSc 
in Public Policy and Human Development from Maastricht University in the 
Netherlands and a BA in International Studies from the University of 
Denver. Primarily as a result of studying and working in various countries 
in Europe, Latin America, and Africa, Mike is fluent in French, Spanish, and 
Italian, and also speaks basic Dutch. 
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Nisha Krishnan 

PhD, Public Policy 

Nisha Krishnan recently graduated from the Doctoral Program at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. She led IPD’s work on the Program on Complex 
Emergencies and Political Stability in Asia (CEPSA), which seeks to 
analyze trends in policy and action on disaster risk reduction and climate 
change adaptation efforts in 11 countries in South and South East Asia. Her 
dissertation focused on understanding the political economy of climate-
related national and international financial institutions, the practice of 
resilience to climate change, and its implications for international 
development policy and practice. She conducted significant field work in 
Bangladesh, interviewing over 70 government, donor, and practitioner 
representatives. Her other research spans the breadth of climate change 
and its implications for human security, the politics of climate change 
policies, and tracking, measuring, and evaluating foreign aid effectiveness 
and policies. Prior returning to graduate school, she worked on the Global 
Adaptation Atlas at Resources for the Future (RFF), conducted vulnerability 
assessments in Central and West Asia, and designed guidance on climate 
change adaptation strategies for USAID.  
  

 
Billy Matthias                       

PhD, Government 

Billy Matthias is a PhD student in the Department of Government and team 
leader for the Experiments team. Billy is interested in studying the area 
where political economy and development issues meet conflict, specifically 
in how political economy plays a role in peace-building. Additionally, he 
studies the role and behavior of NGOs in development. Before coming to 
UT Austin and IPD, he worked as a Project Manager for the Political and 
Economic Development Labs at Brigham Young University, where he 
helped implement field experiments throughout the developing world to 
better understand issues related to global development, corruption, 
international law, politics, and gender. Billy also spent time working as a 
Project Coordinator for Ascend Alliance, a non-profit organization, where 
he helped coordinate efforts between donors and local institutions to build 
schools in rural Peru. While in each of these capacities, he spent significant 
time abroad in South America and Sub-Saharan Africa. He speaks fluent 
Spanish. Billy earned his BA in International Relations from Brigham Young 
University. 
 

 
Iasmin Goes 

PhD, Government 

Iasmin Goes is a PhD student in the Department of Government. She 
studies fiscal policy and social welfare, with a focus on Latin America. Prior 
to attending UT, she worked as a research assistant at the German Institute 
of Global and Area Studies (GIGA) and as a PR consultant for the OECD. 
In both cases, she was responsible for data collection, visualization and 
analysis. She holds a BA in Political Science and an MA in Latin American 
Studies, both from the Free University of Berlin. In addition to her native 
Portuguese, German and English, she speaks fluent Spanish. 
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José D. Sierra 

PhD, Government 

José D. Sierra is a PhD student in the Department of Government. Last 
year, Jose led IPD’s GIS and Analytics team, and this year he is co-team 
leader for the Open Aid team and the Honduras data evaluation team. José 
is interested in both international and comparative political economy. Prior 
to joining UT-Austin, José worked for the Inter-American Development 
Bank’s (IDB) Honduras office as an economist. During his tenure at the IDB, 
he co-published two papers: the first one analyzing Honduras’ total factor 
productivity and the second one studying illegal emigration flows among 
low-income citizens. He also coedited a book on Social Exclusion in 
Honduras and contributed to the IDB’s Country Strategy design. José’s 
work on Honduras also touched upon the relation between institutions and 
economic development, as well as in the relation between education and 
labor income. He earned his BA (2009) in Economics from the National 
Autonomous University of Honduras and his MA (2013) in Economics from 
Duke University. 
 

 
James Smith 

MA, Global Policy Studies 
 

James Smith graduated in 2017 with a Master in Global Policy Studies 
from the LBJ School of Public Affairs, and was the leader for the AIIB team 
in 2016-2017. Prior to beginning his studies at The University of Texas at 
Austin, James worked as an English teacher in Asia, where he spent two 
years in Busan, South Korea and one year in Ayutthaya, Thailand. His 
interest is primarily centered on Sino-U.S. relations and how they influence 
the East Asia-Pacific region. James received his BA in French from the 
University of New Orleans in 2010. He is fluent in French and proficient in 
Korean and Thai. James is currently working in the Asia section of the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, DC. 
 

 
Mary Vo 

MA, Global Policy Studies 

Mary Vo graduated with a Master of Global Policy Studies degree from  the 
LBJ School of Public Affairs in 2017, where she specialized in international 
development. Mary previously attended UT Austin where she received her 
BA in Urban Studies with a minor in Architecture. Her professional 
background includes experience with Public Citizen, the ACLU of Texas, 
and the McCombs School of Business. Prior to attending the LBJ School, 
she taught English abroad in the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) 
Program. More recently, Mary interned with the Carnegie Council for Ethics 
in International Affairs in New York City, where she researched gender 
issues and higher education reform in Japan. Her policy interests include 
Asia-Pacific relations, development, and disaster risk reduction and 
management.  
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Calla Hummel 

Assistant Professor, University 
of Miami 

Calla Hummel studies why marginalized people from politically powerful 
interest groups and her work uses statistical, ethnographic, survey, 
machine learning, and formal methods. She conducts research with street 
vendor unions in La Paz, Bolivia and São Paulo, Brazil and has worked as 
a street vendor in both cities. Calla started this work as an undergraduate 
at the University of Washington and developed it while living in São Paulo, 
Brazil. She enjoys teaching students how to use numbers in their lives and 
conduct original research through hands-on research design classes like 
the Research Practicum. She received her PhD from the UT in May and will 
start a new job teaching research design as a professor at the University of 
Miami.  
 
 
 

 
Alejandro Ponce de León 

PhD, Sociology 
 

Alejandro Ponce de León is a PhD Student at the University of California, 
Davis. He received a master’s degree in Sociology from UT Austin, and an 
MA in Cultural Studies and a BA in Political Science from Universidad de 
Los Andes (Colombia). With Michael Findley, Joseph Young, Oliver Kaplan, 
he is part of the research team conducting a four-year impact evaluation for 
the USAID mission in Colombia. He is a Graduate Fellow at the Urban 
Ethnography Lab and at the Rapoport Center for Human Rights and 
Justice. Alejandro has also worked as Chief Researcher for a human rights 
initiative sponsored by the Colombian Livestock Federation on a program 
aiding cattle ranchers in suing the Colombian state for moral and material 
damages caused by decades of armed conflict. Building on this experience, 
his most recent research examines rebel and paramilitary violence against 
Colombian cattle ranchers in order to explore individual violent interactions 
as a way to understand the patterns for differentiated use of violence in war 
zones. 
 

 
Joe Amick 

PhD, Government 

Joe Amick is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Government at UT 
Austin. His dissertation focuses on how accepting particularistic benefits 
from campaigns impacts voting decisions in Indonesian elections. During 
his PhD program, he spent summers in Jakarta, Indonesia with J-PAL SEA 
Asia helping to design various impact evaluations. He has worked on a 
number of impact evaluation research projects in Asia. While at the 
International Finance Corporation in Indonesia, India, and Bangladesh, he 
worked on impact evaluations for technical assistance programs in the 
agricultural sector.  At the Institute for Financial Management and Research 
in India, his work focused on identifying specific points across eight public 
services in the New Delhi bureaucracy where petty corruption was likely to 
occur.  He also has a Master’s in Public Administration from New York 
University. 
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Welcoming the 2017 Graduate Research Fellows 

	
Anna Koons 

MA, Global Policy Studies 
Master in Public Health 

Anna Koons is a third year dual-degree graduate student, pursuing her 
Master’s in Global Policy Studies at the LBJ School and her Master’s in 
Public Health at the UT Health Science Center. Anna is interested in how 
open data & aid policies, the use of appropriate technology, and evidence-
based methods can solve big problems in global development. Prior to 
graduate school, she worked as a research project coordinator at the Duke 
University Center for Health Policy and Inequalities Research. There, she 
managed global health studies and evaluation projects focused on 
behavioral health and outcomes for youth in low- and middle-income 
countries. She also spent a summer working on international development 
policy analysis for the Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network in 
Washington, DC. Anna holds a BA in History from Wheaton College, and 
speaks intermediate French and basic Kiswahili. 

	
Paul Kuhne 

MA, Global Policy Studies	

Paul Kuhne is coming on board as an IPD Graduate Research Fellow this 
fall after spending time as a Research Affiliate for the Data4Peace team 
last year. He is a master’s student in Global Policy Studies at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs and is focusing on international development. He 
received his Bachelors in Political Science and Spanish from Temple 
University in Philadelphia. Previous to the LBJ School, he spent time 
working at various nonprofits in the Boston area, supporting with direct 
service delivery and intercultural education at Hostelling International USA. 
He just completed a summer internship as an AidData Summer Fellow in 
Kampala, Uganda where he worked for the Open Sustainability Institute. 
During his time there, he taught GIS and data management to staff 
members, and also helped craft an Open Data Policy Brief. 

	
Hans-Inge Lango 
PhD, Government	

Hans-Inge Lango is a PhD candidate in the Department of Government 
with International Relations and Methodology as his two subfields. His 
dissertation focuses on the intersection of intrastate and interstate war. 
Specifically, his research examines how external actors can cause 
intrastate war, and also how these conflicts can expand and become 
interstate wars. Before coming to UT Austin Hans-Inge worked as a junior 
research fellow at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, with a 
particular focus on cyber security and power. He also have experience from 
various think tanks in Washington, D.C., including contributing analysis on 
defense spending and policy for the Sustainable Defense Task force and 
the Domenici-Rivlin Debt Reduction Task Force. Hans-Inge holds an M.A. 
in International Relations from Boston University and a B.A. in Journalism 
from Oslo University College. 
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Melanie Levine 

MA, Public Affairs	
	

Melanie Levine is a candidate for the Master of Public Affairs (DC 
Concentration) at the LBJ School of Public Affairs in Austin. While earning 
her undergraduate degree in Government and Sociology at the College of 
William and Mary, Melanie interned with Amnesty International in New York 
City, NPR in Washington, DC, and an education non-profit in South Africa. 
After graduation, she moved to DC to work in fundraising and partnerships 
for the Aspen Institute, and later transitioned to the international 
development consulting firm, Dexis Consulting Group. As a Senior Project 
Associate at Dexis, Melanie supported the design and management of 
multi-million dollar programs focused on agricultural development for 
donors including the U.S. Agency for International Development and the 
World Bank. She continues to pursue her interest in agricultural 
development and food security from Austin with ongoing consultancies for 
Dexis Consulting Group and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations. 

	
Josh Meuth Alldredge 

MA, Global Policy Studies	
	

Josh Meuth Alldredge is a master’s candidate in Global Policy Studies at 
the LBJ School of Public Affairs, and he joins the Graduate Research 
Fellow team at IPD after serving as a Research Affiliate in 2016-2017. 
Josh’s interest in international development began during his time at 
Whitman College, where he studied politics, Spanish, and social 
movements in Latin America. After researching youth radio stations in 
Nicaragua, Josh worked in Brazil, carrying out ethnographic research and 
community development planning with indigenous villages. He later 
received the Princeton in Latin America Fellowship and spent a year 
administering external relations for a rural university in Bolivia. Upon his 
return to the United States, Josh worked for the federal Head Start Program 
in Colorado, planning and implementing client-facing communications 
strategies. At the same time, he served on the board of Launch High 
School, a first-of-its-kind public charter with a curriculum focused on 
learning through social enterprise and entrepreneurship. During the 
summer of 2017, Josh worked with Ubongo Learning in Tanzania to 
evaluate the impact and reach of the company’s animated educational 
content across Africa.  

	
Katherine Whitton 

MA, Global Policy Studies	
	

Katherine Whitton is a second year Master of Global Policies Studies 
candidate at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs. She joined 
LBJ after two years as an education volunteer in U.S. Peace Corps 
Ethiopia. At LBJ, she has joined the Graduate Public Affairs Council 
(GPAC) and now serves on the executive committee. In addition, she has 
served as an admitted students ambassador, traveled to Nepal to conduct 
field research, and worked with IPD since fall 2016. Over the summer, 
Katherine served as an AidData Summer Fellow at the Economic Policy 
Research Centre (EPRC) and the Resilient African Network (RAN) Lab in 
Kampala, Uganda focusing on GIS and open data principles. Her 
specialization at LBJ is international development and governance.  
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Ryan Williams 

MA, Global Policy Studies 
MA, Russian, East European, 

and Eurasian Studies 

Ryan Williams is a third year master’s student in Global Policy Studies and 
Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies. He is interested in the 
intersection of emerging technology and public policy. Ryan received his 
BA in Political Science and Russian from Texas A&M University in 2014. In 
2014 he also started a small business that produced media for real estate 
agents all over Texas.  Ryan’s current work at IPD is focused on mapping 
the connections between global rankings. He also researches the lifecycles 
of NGOs in Russia since 1991. This summer he worked as an Advanced 
Research Intern on the Unconventional Weapons Team at the Consortium 
for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism. 

	

 
Field Research with Ubongo Learning, Morogoro, Tanzania 
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Fall 2016-Spring 2017 Research Affiliates 

 
 
Abigail Brown, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Spanish 
Akshat S. Gautman, Economics | Mathematics 
Alejandra Gaytan, Educational Administration 
Alejandra Tello, Master of Global Policy 
Studies  
Alison McGuigan, Master of Global Policy 
Studies (DC Track) 
Amanda Rompala, Geography 
Amelia Hsieh, Psychology 
Andrew Corcoran, Master of Public Affairs 
Andrew Hill, Economics | Mathematics 
Anh Do, Master of Public Affairs  
Anita Basavaraju, Public Health 
Anna Koons, Master of Global Policy Studies | 
Master of Public Health 
Anne Kilroy, Master of Public Affairs 
Apoorva Mahajan, Master of Public Affairs 
Avery Williams, Economics 
Ben Wallace, English  
Bernadette Armendariz, Government 
Betsy Joles, Plan II Honors | International 
Relations and Global Studies 
Cameron Zuniga, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Camille Cater, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Cara McConnell, Geography 
Carl Ferguson, Economics | Finance 
Casey McMahan, Geography | Spanish 
Chaudhry Shujaat Ali Haq, Master of Public 
Affairs 
Chi-Hsiang Chu, Master of Public Affairs 
Cleo Stern, Master of Global Policy Studies | 
Master of Public Health 
Cody Brasher, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Colton Harrison, Geography 

Dane Ulik, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Daniel Vuong, Economics 
David Chabarria, Middle Eastern Studies | Plan 
II Honors 
Delainey Peterson, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Drew Burd, Government 
Eduardo Velazquez, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Elizabeth Teare, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Rhetoric and Writing 
Emily Cantwell, International Relations and 
Global Studies | French 
Emma Feutl Kent, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Emmanuel Torres, Government 
Eric Adam Almeida, Geography 
Eun Young Kim, PhD in Public Policy 
Evelin Caro Gutierrez, Government | 
Philosophy 
Frank Sarno, Master of Public Affairs 
Gabrielle Torres, Government | Plan II Honors 
Garrett Shuffield, Master of Global Policy 
Studies | Middle Eastern Studies 
Gauthier Fally, Economics | Government 
Ghida Ismail, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Grayson Jackson, Government 
Haley McCoin, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Hao Zhang, Master in Economics 
Haytham Oueidat, Master of Public Affairs 
Hina Acharya, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Isaac Ortega, Rhetoric and Writing 
Isabella De La Rosa, International Relations 
and Global Studies 
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Jang-Hao Huang, Economics  
Javier Flores, Economics and Finance 
Jennifer Hanson, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Jennifer Rose McGinty, Plan II Honors 
Jessi Stafford, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Jiayi Sun, Journalism 
João Paulo de Moura Alves, Government 
Joe Forrer, Social Work 
Joelean Hall, International Relations and Global 
Studies 
Jonathan Velazquez, International Relations 
and Global Studies  
Josh Cuddy, Master of Public Affairs | Social 
Work 
Josh Hamlin, Government | Philosophy 
Josh Meuth Alldredge, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Joshua Malett, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Juliet Carrillo, Visual Arts Studies 
Kali Miller, Environmental Science | Geography 
Katherine Whitton, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Keeton Schenck, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Plan II Honors 
Kevin Strybos, Geography 
Kiara Hays, Geography 
Kira Holland, Geography 
Kristen Jurica, Geography 
Laura Holzenkamp, Economics | International 
Relations and Global Studies 
Laura Richards, Master of Global Policy 
Studies | Master of Business Administration 
Lauren Essary, Government | International 
Relations and Global Studies 
Leah Havens, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Levi Mulloy, Government | Middle Eastern 
Studies 
Lila Al-Kassem, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Lissette Almanza, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Lyndsey Kohn, Nutrition 
Maddie Baughman, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Plan II Honors 
Madison Roser, Geography 
Maren Taylor, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Mariel Ambrose, Government 
Marla Lopez, History 
Marshal Atwater, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Matt Tiritilli, Business Honors | Plan II Honors 
Maxwell Newton, International Business | 
Government 

Michael Ryan Pakebusch, Government | 
Communications 
Michele Simoni, Civil Engineering 
Michelle Chun, Communications | English 
Mourin Nizam, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Nathalia Rojas, Geography 
Neha Sukumar, Theater and Dance | Applied 
Learning and Development 
Oliver Babcock, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Paige Milson, Geography 
Patrick Golden, Government | Plan II Honors 
 

 
 
Patrick Harned, Master of Global Policy Studies 
| Middle Eastern Studies 
Paul Kuhne, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Paula Benavides, Anthropology 
Podie Chitan, Master of Public Affairs 
Priya Mehta, Government | Human 
Development and Family Sciences 
Renee Poisson, Master of Public Affairs  
Roshni Patel, Biology | Government  
Ruchika Bengani, Chemical Engineering | 
History 
Rund Khayyat, Plan II Honors 
Ryan Brown, Master of Global Policy Studies | 
Energy and Earth Resources 
Ryan Williams, Master of Global Policy Studies 
| Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies  
Sam Karnes, Plan II Honors 
Samer Yousif, Master of Global Policy Studies 
(DC track) 
Sandra Schwalen, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Plan II Honors 
Santiago Vallejo Gutierrez 
Sara Diamond, PhD in Geography and the 
Environment 
Sarah Blumberg, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
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Sebastian De Beurs, Plan II Honors 
Shawn Ren, Philosophy | Government 
Shelbie Embrey, Plan II Honors | 
Environmental Sciences 
Shuming Chen, Undeclared 
Siyu Luo, Master of Public Affairs 
Sneha Khan, Biochemistry 
Sophia Guirola, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Suhina Chopra, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Business 

Swatee Singh, Economics 
Tatiana Jessen, Business Honors | Marketing 
Thomas Sipp, Government 
Tiffany Wang, Business 
Valentina Osuna, Government 
Vivianna Brown, Geography | Sociology 
Yefan Zhou, Economics 
Zahra Biabani, International Relations and 	
Global Studies 
Zeni Demissie, Social Work

 

 
IPD Meeting 
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Welcoming the Fall 2017 Research Affiliates 
 
In addition to our current Research Affiliates, we are very pleased to welcome new members 
to the IPD family:
 
Abby Marcus, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Abigail Kuchek, Philosophy 
Ainslie Tisdale, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Alexa Tavarez, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Alexander Walheim Government  
Alli Paul, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Amanda Long, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Amie Harris, Master of Public Affairs 
Amy Jeans, Geography 
Andrew Moore, Government  
Ariana Azimi, Government 
Arijit Paladhi, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Arvind Ashok, Business Honors | Plan II | 
Management Information Systems 
Ashley Park, International Relations and Global 
Studies | Chinese 
Ashley Salinas, History 
Ashley Turner, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Brandon Gajeton, Government  
Brittany Kellogg, Government  
Caleb Ray, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Carlos Diaz, Government | Latin American 
Studies 
Carlos J Chavez, Geography 
Carolyn Adkins, Government  
Christina Bui, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Destiny Alvarez, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Plan II Honors 
Devon Hsiao, Humanities | Korean 
Divya Prakriya, Government 
Domingo Salerno, Government  
Durant Sellers, Government  
Elena Batlle, International Relations and Global 
Studies | Latin American Studies 

Emily Brehob, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Eric Kasper, Government 
Erik Salinas, International Relations and Global 
Studies 
Erin Eggleston, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Esther Felicia Cisneros, Master of Global 
Policy Studies 
Ethan Masucol, International Relations and 
Global Studies | Plan II Honors 
Fabiha Mobin, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Fabiola Barreto, Government  
Felix Clevenger, Government  
Hannah Greer, Government  
Hayley Stancil, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Ishaana Talesara, Economics | Math 
J Katherine Corley, Master of Global Policy 
Studies | Journalism 
Jade Tucker, International Relations and Global 
Studies 
Jared Hrebenar, Undeclared 
Jeffrey Martin, Government  
Jessie Chi-Hsiang Chu, Master of Public 
Affairs 
Jessie Yin, International Relations and Global 
Studies 
Ji Na Gil, Government  
Jill Baggerman, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Joel Ngoma, Economics 
Jordan Carter, Government 
Jordan Hudson, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Joseph Chin, Finance 
Juan Lozano, Mathematics 
Justin Russell, Government  
Kanika Varma, Government  
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Karan Kanatala, Finance | International 
Relations and Global Studies 
Karla June Howard, Government  
Kate Hopp, International Relations and Global 
Studies 
Katherine Cockerham, Plan II Honors 
Keiarra Ortiz-Cedeno, International Relations 
and Global Studies 
Kelsey Ritchie, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Kimberly Schuster, Master of Global Policy 
Studies (DC Track) 
Mackenna Shull, International Relations and 
Global Studies  
Mariana Caldas, Business Honors | Plan II 
Honors 
Marifer Guerrero, Business Honors | Finance | 
Economics 
Marisa Ashman, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Meagan Volquardsen, Neuroscience 
Michelle Martinez, Health and Society | 
International Relations and Global Studies 
Min Hye Harriot Park, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Molly Adler, Master of Global Policy Studies | 
Russian, Eastern European, and Eurasian 
Studies 

Nicole Pownall, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Noah Genovesi, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Omar Araiza, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Paige Johnson, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Peter Garcia, Government  
Quinton Darden, Government  
Robert Brehm, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Russell Bellande, Master of Global Policy 
Studies 
Ruth Pineda, International Relations and Global 
Studies 
Samantha Shoff, Government  
Samiya Javed, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Samuel Bennett, Master of Public Affairs 
Sophia Molak, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Thomas Salyer, Government  
Vanessa Lizcano, International Relations and 
Global Studies 
Varun Hukeri, Government  
Will Hayward, Master of Global Policy Studies 
Yanrong Zeng, International Relations and 
Global Studies
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Faculty Affiliates 
In 2016, IPD established a new Faculty Affiliates program to engage both in-resident UT-Austin 
faculty and non-resident faculty at other universities worldwide in our ongoing research and 
professional development activities. In the 2016-2017 academic year, the IPD faculty affiliates 
will collaborated on research, grant fundraising, and sharing of work through our new speaker 
series.  

New	Faculty	Affiliate	
IPD was especially excited this past year to invite Dr. James 
Stevenson as our first Senior Resident Scholar. Dr. Stevenson is 
an Agricultural Research Officer at the United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organization in Rome. He works with a team of 
researchers that assesses the impact of agricultural and natural 
resource management technologies, particularly in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia; focusing on the work of the Consultative 
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) global 
research partnership. He collaborates with economists, 
agronomists, biophysical scientists, statistical agencies in African 
countries and with other global institutions to improve the quality 
and relevance of agriculture-related data in a number of countries 
around the world. Dr. Stevenson currently co-manages a $12 
million grant on “Strengthening Impact Assessment in the CGIAR” 

(SIAC), with funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the United Kingdom’s 
Department for International Development. 
 
In the Fall 2016 semester, IPD Graduate Research Fellow Caleb Rudow convened a small team of 
students interested in data, agriculture, and GIS, to help explore data coming out of SIAC, and to 
scope out the data landscape in a few important countries to identify gaps and prioritize future surveys. 
To inform sample design for future surveys, the team mapped the area under production for the major 
crops in Tanzania by merging variables in STATA before creating maps in ArcMap. The process the 
team devised for Tanzania can now be replicated in other countries where there is Living Standards 
Measurement Study data available. In the Spring 2017 semester, the team turned to geocoding 
outputs from the SIAC program, summarizing key information from the 40 individual projects in the 
program, such as meta-data on the institutions, locations of fieldwork and methods used. The goal is 
to eventually build a user-friendly map for the http://impact.cgiar.org website. The geocoding work is 
ongoing as new final reports from the 40 projects come in, but the architecture for converting the 
project meta-data from a spreadsheet to an interactive map using Google Fusion tables has been 
established thanks to the team’s efforts. Once data entry is complete we will have a great tool for 
communicating with donors and other CGIAR stakeholders about the evidence that has been 
generated on the impacts of CGIAR research.  
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Current	Faculty	Affiliates 
 

 

Dr. Alexander Betts is the 
Leopold W. Muller Professor 
of Forced Migration and 
International Affairs at the 
University of Oxford, where he 
is also Director of the Refugee 
Studies Centre, and a Fellow 
of Green-Templeton College.  

 

Dr. Joshua Busby is 
Associate Professor at LBJ 
School, a fellow with the 
RGK Center and the 
Chicago Council on Global 
Affairs, and Distinguished 
Scholar at the Strauss 
Center for International 
Security & Law. 
 

 

Dr. Sarah Bush is Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
at Temple University. She was 
a Postdoctoral Fellow at 
the Belfer Center at the 
Harvard Kennedy School. 
She received her PhD in 
Politics from Princeton 
University in November 2011. 
  

Dr. Susanna Campbell is 
Assistant Professor at 
American University’s 
School of International 
Service. She is Principal 
Investigator of “Aiding 
Peace? Donor Behavior in 
Conflict-Affected 
Countries.” 

	

Dr. Jason Cons is an 
Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology at UT-Austin. 
He works on borders in South 
Asia (with a focus on 
Bangladesh), climate and 
agrarian change, and rural 
development.  

	

 
Dr. Kim Yi Dionne is Five 
College Assistant Professor of 
Government at Smith College. 
She studies identity, public 
opinion, political behavior, and 
policy, with a focus on African 
countries. 
 

	

Dr. Joshua Eisenman  
(马佳士) is an Assistant 
Professor at UT-Austin's LBJ 
School of Public Affairs and a 
senior fellow for China 
studies at the American 
Foreign Policy Council in 
Washington, D.C. 
 

	

 
Dr. Caroline Faria is an 
Assistant Professor of 
Geography at UT-Austin. 
She is a feminist political and 
cultural geographer working on 
gender and nationalism. 
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Dr. Erin C. Lentz is an 
Assistant Professor at UT-
Austin’s LBJ School of Public 
Affairs. She researches 
issues of food insecurity, aid, 
gender and assistance 
policies in East Africa and 
South Asia. 

	

Dr. Susan D. Hyde is a 
Professor of Political Science 
at University of California, 
Berkeley. She studies 
international influences on 
domestic politics, particularly in 
the developing world.  
 

	

Dr. Raj Patel is a Research 
Professor at UT-Austin’s LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. He 
studies the global food 
system and alternatives to 
it. Dr. Patel is a frequent TED 
talk presenter and an award-
winning author. 
 
 

	

Dr. Rebecca Lewis is an 
Associate Professor of 
Anthropology at UT-Austin. 
She is the founder and Director 
of the Ankoatsifaka Research 
Station in the Kirindy Mité 
National Park in  
Madagascar. 

	

 
Stephen Davenport is 
Global Lead for Open 
Government and Citizen 
Engagement at the World 
Bank Group. He has more 
than 18 years of experience 
in development,  including 
program management, 
innovation, strategic product 
planning, and delivery of e-
Government services. 

	

 
Dr. Diane Coffey is Assistant 
Professor of Sociology and 
Population Research at UT 
Austin.  Her research examines 
intergenerational transmission 
of poor population health 
resulting from India's poor 
maternal nutrition. 

	

 
Dr. Stephanie Seidel 
Holmsten is Lecturer of 
International Relations and 
Global Studies at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
Her research focuses on the 
election of ethnic minorities 
and women to national 
legislatures around the 
world. 	

 
Dean Spears is Assistant 
Professor of Economics at UT 
Austin, where he is an affiliate 
of Innovations for Peace and 
Development and of the 
Population Research Center, 
and is a visiting economist at 
the Indian Statistical Institute in 
Delhi. 
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Dr. Ole Jacob Sending is 
Director of Research at the 
Norwegian Institute of 
International Affairs (NUPI). 
He researches the role of 
international and non-
governmental organizations 
in global governance. 

	

 
Dr. Lauren Prather is an 
Assistant Professor of 
Political Science at the 
University of California, San 
Diego, in the School of 
Global Policy and Strategy.  

	

Dr. Jason Sharman is the 
Sir Patrick Sheehy Professor 
of International Relations in 
the Department of Politics 
and International Studies at 
Cambridge. He researches 
tax havens and money 
laundering in global finance. 

	

 
Dr. Rachel Wellhausen is 
Assistant Professor of 
Government at UT-Austin.. 
She studies the global 
political economy of foreign 
direct investment. 
 

	

Dr. Joseph K. Young is 
Associate Professor at 
American University in the 
School of Public Affairs and 
the School of International 
Service. He studies 
international conflict, violence 
and global terrorism. 

			 	

Josh Powell is the Deputy 
CEO at Development 
Gateway. He also 
coordinates DG’s Results 
Data Initiative, which 
supports evidence-based 
decision-making within the 
Governments of Tanzania 
and Malawi, and DFID. 
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2017 Internship Highlights 
 
As part of our commitment to providing meaningful professional development and applied research 
experience, IPD provides support for students seeking professional internships. Each year, we help 
to place, and often fund (in collaboration with our grant partners), many students in high-impact 
positions around the world.  Below are some highlights of our 2017 placements. 
 

Marshal	Atwater,	Global	Support	Development	Initiative,	Uganda	

 

Marshal Atwater, a second year master’s candidate in Global Policy Studies, spent 
his summer working at the Global Support Development Initiative – Uganda (GDI–
Uganda), an organization that engages in various community programs designed 
to bring post war recovery to the communities of Northern Uganda. During his time 
there, he supported GDI’s Farming for Life program, helped set-up GDI’s new 
clean energy shop, and revamped their organizational website. In the farming for 
life program, Marshal helped educate village communities on how to farm using 
more modern techniques designed to increase yields and sustainability. GDI 
worked directly with farmers to plant plots of corn and beans, and made numerous 
follow-up visits to the plots to monitor progress and make needed adjustments. 
Marshal’s work on the clean energy shop helped expand the sales of clean energy 
products such as solar panels and cookstoves. Marshal also spent time at GDI’s 
orphanage where he both entertained the children while suggesting improvements 
to staff.  
 

Sarah	Blumberg,	USAID,	Washington	D.C.	

 

Sarah Blumberg, a second year master’s candidate in Global Policy Studies, interned 
as a program assistant with the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). 
She worked with the Office of Food for Peace (FFP) on a data analysis driven project. 
Sarah assisted the FFP markets team in analyzing cost-efficiency trends and drivers 
for diverse food aid transfers, including: cash-based transfers, food vouchers, 
regionally & locally procured commodities, and in-kind. She also mined data from FY16 
projects and later produced an internal report based on the analysis. For data 
visualization Sarah had the opportunity to use ArcGIS to map the trends of the data at 
the country level. She was also invited to take part in internal meetings and presented 
the findings and recommendations to USAID employees. In addition, Sarah 
participated in numerous brown bag events including talks with USAID Mission 
Directors, FEWSnet, and other presentations from across the agency. Near the end of 
her time with USAID, she had the honor to welcome the new USAID administrator, 
Mark Green, and hear his remarks in person. 
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Sebastian	De	Beurs,	U.S.	Department	of	State,	Washington	D.C.	

 

Sebastian De Beurs, an undergraduate in political science, spent this past 
summer in Washington D.C. where he interned at the U.S. Department of State. 
As an intern in the Bureau for African Affairs, Sebastian was fortunate to contribute 
to work on refugees, human rights, counter-terrorism, and public diplomacy 
towards several nations in Central and West Africa. Some of his major highlights 
include preparing briefings for Foreign Service Officers and Ambassadors, 
engaging with African diplomats at diplomatic receptions, interviewing a political 
refugee, and drafting a policy memo to the Secretary of State.  
 
“During my internship at the State Department’s Bureau for African Affairs, I 
frequently came across issues in conflict and development that I had already been 
exposed to through IPD. I am thankful for the research experience IPD has offered, 
which I was able to apply at the State Department this summer.”  
 

Ghida	Ismail,	Evidence	for	Policy	Design,	Cambridge,	MA	

Ghida Ismail is a second-year Master of Global Policy Studies student and she spent her summer working at 
Harvard University’s Evidence for Policy Design (EPoD). She was part of a project that examined the relationship 
between mobility and labor force participation of women in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and she analyzed the results of 
the initial survey administered to women. Ghida enjoyed the freedom she had to explore varied aspects and 
dimensions of the survey. Ghida also could formulate her own hypotheses about women’s behavior towards 
transportation and could test it using the data gathered from the survey. Ghida focused primarily on how the 
cultural and socio-economic background of women impacts their commute needs and demands as well as their 
willingness to rideshare. Ghida hopes that her time on the project will advance women’s economic and social 
role in Saudi and potentially lead to their empowerment. As a second year LBJ student, she will continue her 
work studying how the socio-economic growth and development of a country can be affected by gender parity.  
 

Paul	Kuhne	and	Hina	Acharya,	Open	Sustainability	Institute,	Uganda	

 

Paul Kuhne and Hina Acharya are second-year masters students in Global 
Policy Studies focusing on international development and completed their summer 
internships as AidData Summer Fellows at the Open Sustainability Institute in 
Kampala, Uganda. During their time there, they trained OSI Fellows in GIS and 
data management to better visualize sustainability data at the organization. In 
addition to their teaching, Hina and Paul created a draft policy brief that advocated 
for better open data policy in Uganda, using data gathered from government 
ministries and NGO reports. They also worked towards creating an Open Data 
Repository of environmental data that would be available to practitioners around 
Uganda. Throughout their time, they had the opportunity to visit a number of 
organizations and groups around Uganda that were working towards a sustainable 
future. They recorded geocoordinates and provided recommendations on 
expanding their value chain.  
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Ubongo	Learning,	Tanzania	

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ubongo Learning is a Tanzanian social enterprise and the leading producer and 
distributor of animated edutainment in Africa. Through TV shows, radio programs, 
apps, SMS technologies, and e-books, Ubongo reaches millions of households 
weekly in more than 30 countries with content designed and shown to improve 
literacy, numeracy, character strengths, and caregiver behaviors. Ubongo works 
on the front lines of long-term development, preparing both parents and children 
for a new century of growth in Africa.  
 
Neha Sukumar (Undergraduate, Applied Learning & Education, Theatre & 
Dance)  |  Neha spent her internship embedded in Ubongo’s creative process. In 
writing episodes for Akili and Me, she used her voice and entertainment skills to 
create songs and stories for learning. She also joined the later stage of the creative 
process, working with the animation teams to make sure content conveyed the 
educational concepts and maintained its entertaining energy.  
 
 
Nicole Griffin (Undergraduate, Human Development & Family Sciences)    
Nicole’s internship focused on the coviewing research and the pre-production 
process of the second season of Akili & Me, the Ubongo TV show designed for 
children ages 3-6. With the passionate pre-production team, Nicole helped write 
stories, episodes, and songs that paired her creativity with the newest early 
childhood development research.  
 

 
Josh Meuth Alldredge  (Masters Student, Global Policy Studies) |  During his 
time at Ubongo, Josh worked on research design, data analysis, grantwriting, and 
program scale-up. He focused on analyzing the outcomes of the Ubongo Kids 
Clubs pilots (a rural screening system) and the impact of Ubongo content on child 
learning and caregiver behaviors across Tanzania and East Africa. 

 
Elizabeth Teare (Undergraduate, International Relations & Global Studies, 
Rhetoric)  | Elizabeth worked on multiple Ubongo marketing and development 
projects, including app prototyping, online marketing, and grant applications. 
Across all areas, she focused on increasing the reach and strength of Ubongo’s 
connections to diverse consumers and supporters.  
 
Ubongo is a new partner organization of IPD with ongoing internship and 
research opportunities. See the External Funding section for more 
information about our work with Ubongo. 
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Laura	Richards,	Deloitte,	New	York	City	

 

Laura Richards, a dual master’s candidate in business and Global Policy Studies, 
worked on a global team with Deloitte Consulting. Laura worked with a large 
healthcare organization on an initiative to build local capacity in the healthcare 
space in developing countries. She helped to create a five-day Design Lab, where 
healthcare executives from several developing countries will come together to 
prototype and test solutions to the most pressing issues they are facing in 
developing countries. The solutions born from the Lab will serve as a platform to 
improve education and support for healthcare professionals across the globe. 
Laura also had a chance to volunteer for Deloitte’s major volunteer day, called 
Impact Day, where every Deloitte employee across the company volunteers for an 
entire day. The photo to the left depicts Laura working at Deloitte’s Impact Day 
where she built community gardens in Harlem.  

Jessi	Stafford	and	Dane	Ulick,	Artists	for	Soup,	Nicaragua	

 

Jessi Stafford and Dane Ulick, second-year master’s students in Global Policy 
Studies, interned this summer in Nicaragua with a small NGO called Artists for 
Soup, this summer. Artists for Soup's mission is to supplement diets with organic 
vegetables to increase food security, improve nutrition, and provide chemical-free 
produce to rural families. Groups of 10-15 women gather daily to work in the 
gardens and harvest crops for local schools, churches, maternity homes, and 
childcare facilities. By conducting an impact evaluation, they were able to meet the 
participants locally and observe how transforming their work has been to their 
lives. IPD served as the link between Artists for Soup and Dane and Jessi, 
providing them the opportunity to learn how to reduce poverty, increase 
sustainability, empower women, and ensure food security. 

Kevin	Strybos,	USAID,	Lima,	Peru	

 

Kevin Strybos, a senior majoring in geography, served as an AidData Summer 
Fellow at the US Embassy in Lima Peru where he helped teach GIS and map 
deforestation in Peru’s Amazon. USAID works with coffee and cacao farmers in 
the region to guarantee sustainable agricultural practices and bring their products 
to the market. Part of Kevin’s work was to monitor plots via geospatial analyses 
and ensure they aren’t contributing to increased forest loss in the Amazon. He had 
the opportunity to fly to Tingo María where he consulted with coffee farmers on 
how they could use GIS to monitor coffee growth. Kevin not only created maps, 
but also collected the data, created the templates and led key trainings that would 
help staff update the maps even after his departure. 
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Alejandra	Tello,	UNCTAD,	Geneva,	Switzerland 

 

Alejandra Tello, a second-year master’s student in Global Policy Studies, joined 
the UN Conference on Trade and Development unit with the intention of supporting 
the Evaluation and Monitoring Unit in strengthening the evaluation culture at 
UNCTAD. Her main activities during her internship were four-fold. First, she 
finalized four evaluation reports and drafted three evaluation report briefs and 
second had the opportunity to create a database of the evaluation UNCTAD 
reports for a first-ever meta-analysis of evaluations. Alejandra also organized an 
evaluation side-event with UNDP, UN Women and UNITAR at the High Level 
Political Forum in New York. Lastly, she researched and created a database for 
the 44 Voluntary National Reviews that was shared at the High Level Political 
Forum which assessed member states’ readiness with respect to monitoring and 
evaluating the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Eduardo	Velasquez,	PCI	Media	Impact,	New	York	City	

Eduardo Velasquez, a second-year master’s student in Global Policy 
Studies, worked at Population Communications International (PCI) Media 
Impact in New York City this summer. PCI is an NGO that partners with 
communication-focused development organizations and employs an 
edutainment approach rooted in the Social Behavioral Change 
Communication (SBCC) framework. PCI leverages its expertise in TV, radio, 
and print production to disseminate critical public health information, 
positively impact gender norms, and address other development priorities of 
its partner organizations. Teddy helped draft an impact study, compose briefs for donors, and assemble other 
related documents that described in detail PCI’s monitoring & evaluation efforts of their UNICEF-sponsored 
Mozambique project. This included reviewing data and the existing documentation of their mixed-methods 
approach, analyzing and discussing their initial findings, as well as highlighting the challenges of evaluating the 
intervention and identifying key areas for future research. Teddy also participated in several PCI/UNICEF events, 
prepared conference presentations on SBCC, and supported the Director of Global Health Programming.  

Katherine	Whitton,	Economic	Policy	Research	Centre,	Kampala,	Uganda	

 

Katherine Whitton, a second-year master’s student in Global Policy Studies, was 
in Kampala, Uganda as an AidData Summer Fellow at the Economic Policy 
Research Centre (EPRC) and the Resilient African Network (RAN) Lab. After 
working with the EPRC to make maps and train nearly 35 people, Katherine 
worked at the RAN Lab to help plan and facilitate the 4th Annual RAN Lab AidData 
Hackathon. At the EPRC she focused on QGIS and ArcGIS trainings for the 
researchers in addition to building maps for the policy reports. She used Stata to 
clean and isolate data from the national demographic and health survey for further 
analysis. At the RAN Lab, she taught several QGIS trainings for their 
undergraduate interns which helped their annual Hackathon. This year’s theme 
was Sustainable Development Goal 11: Sustainable Cities seven teams competed 
in a day long contest.  
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Ryan	Williams,	Study	of	Terrorism	and	Responses	to	Terrorism	(START),	Washington	D.C.	

Ryan Williams spent the summer in Washington, D.C. working as an advanced research intern at the 
Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START). Advanced research interns work 
on the unconventional weapons and technologies team at START. Ryan was able to use the skills he developed 
at IPD to contribute to original research on nuclear terrorism and terrorist technology transfer. His team also 
participated in red teaming exercises and facilitating events for national security policymakers. He is grateful to 
IPD for equipping me with skills I used every day this summer.  
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IPD Alumni: Where are they now? 
IPD is proud to have over 100 alumni.  We interviewed two of them to find out what they are 
doing now, and how IPD helped them in their post-graduate career.
 
Daniel Chapman 
 
BA in Economics; BS in Mathematics; Minor in Government (May 2016) 
IPD Research Affiliate, Spring 2013-Spring 2016 

 
Q: When did you become interested in 
international development?  
 
While I’ve been interested in international relations 
and politics since high school, I did not become fully 
interested in international development until I joined 
IPD and learned about all the areas that international 
development encompassed. 
 
Q: When and why did you become involved in 
IPD? 
 
I joined IPD as a freshman right when it first started 
back in the spring semester of 2013. The previous 
semester, I had helped a government professor with 
his research on comparative politics. When I saw the 
announcement for IPD recruitment, I knew I wanted 
to join an organization that was related to what I was 
studying and that would enable me to learn more 
about development-related research. 
 

Q: What was your most valuable experience working with IPD? 
 
Through IPD, I had the opportunity to become a summer fellow working for a local anti-corruption NGO 
in Kampala, Uganda during summer 2014. I helped integrate GIS software into the organization's work 
and also reached out to several similar organizations in order to strengthen and build partnerships 
between them. Overall, my time there was an incredible experience that would not have happened 
had I not been involved in IPD. 
  
Q: What did you do after graduating from UT? 
 
I now work as a Research Analyst for the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 
  
Q: What kinds of skills did you acquire in your time at UT that you have found most useful for 
your post-graduate career? 
 
I learned how to use data analysis-related software such as Stata and R, which has been very useful 
for my current research position at the Federal Reserve. 
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Q: What would you tell a student about why they should join IPD? 
 
You should join IPD because you get to work with amazing people, learn useful quantitative and 
qualitative skills, and help develop cutting-edge research that will improve people's lives! 
 
 

Krista Rasmussen 
MA, Global Policy Studies (May 2015) 
IPD Graduate Research Fellow & Team 
Leader for Climate Change, Summer 
2014-Spring 2015 
 
Q: When did you become interested 
in international development? 

I became interested in international 
development while studying abroad in 
India as an undergraduate. While there, I 
held an internship at an NGO in rural 
Rajasthan where I worked on a program 
that supports women in building and 
maintaining solar lanterns for their 
villages. During this process I was 
exposed to how scientific rigor can be 
combined with local knowledge to 
address challenges facing developing 
countries. 
  
Q: When and why did you become 
involved in IPD? 
 
I became involved in IPD as a first year 
master’s student to gain research 
experience and practical skills outside of class while also meeting a community of folks interested in 
similar topics. 
 
Q: What was your most valuable experience working with IPD? 
 
IPD gave me the opportunity to hone my GIS skills and apply them to real world data on climate 
change vulnerabilities in Africa and World Bank development projects. It also exposed me to all 
aspects of the research process - from geocoding World Bank project documents and analyzing data 
to producing visualizations and writing up results. 
 
Q: What did you do after graduating from UT? 
 
After graduating from UT, I started working as a research assistant at the Brookings Institution where 
I currently work in the department of Global Economy and Development. I provide research support 
and analysis on global governance as it relates to international development, the Sustainable 
Development Goals, food security, agriculture, climate change, and development financing. 
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Q: What kinds of skills did you acquire in your time at UT that you have found most useful for 
your post-graduate career? 
 
While I do perform econometric data analysis, roughly 80 percent of my time is spent cleaning and 
wrangling data to allow for such analysis. I use either Stata or R to code each step of the project, from 
data download to final results. Having a solid understanding of coding in Stata has been key. I also 
use ArcGIS to conduct analysis and produce supporting visuals. This skill is less common among 
research assistants at Brookings and has opened many doors for me. Perhaps the most important 
skill I acquired is the ability to write clear, succinct text. Writing permeates every aspect of my work 
and is essential for my current job. 
 
Q: What would you tell a student about why they should join IPD? 
 
IPD allows for a hands on experience conducting development-related research. It also provides a 
community of people who have diverse backgrounds but unite in their interest in international 
development. I am still in contact with people I met through IPD and will use these connections 
throughout my life. 
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External Funding  
 
 

USAID High Education Solutions Network: $25 million 
consortium award (IPD sub-award of $920,000) 2013-2018 
 
AidData Center for Development Policy 
 
In November 2012, USAID announced the creation of the Higher Education 

Solutions Network (HESN), a multidisciplinary research and development effort that encourages 
cooperation between development professionals and academia. A $25 million USAID HESN grant 
enabled the creation of the AidData Center for Development Policy, a joint venture between IPD at 
The University of Texas at Austin, the College of William & Mary, Development Gateway, Brigham 
Young University, and ESRI. The Center is one of eight Development Labs that are working on the 
creation, testing, and scaling of innovating solutions to the most pressing development challenges. 
IPD currently has a sub-award of $920,000 under the HESN initiative. 
 
The AidData Center for Development Policy provides geospatial data and tools that enable the global 
development community to more effectively target, coordinate, and evaluate aid. Working in 
partnership with USAID country missions, host governments, and civil society groups, the Center 
pinpoints the precise geographic locations of development projects and creates subnational maps and 
dashboards that overlay geocoded project data with spatial data on poverty, disease, violence, 
environmental degradation, and governance. These data and tools make it possible to visualize and 
analyze where funds are going at the subnational level compared to the areas of greatest need and 
opportunity, which in turn facilitates analysis of aid effectiveness 
 
 
 

U.S. Department of Defense Minerva Initiative: $800,000 
(IPD sub-award of $210,000) 2013-2016  
 
Natural Resources and Armed Conflict 
 
The University of North Carolina - Charlotte, in cooperation with IPD at The 

University of Texas at Austin, the University of Albany, and Pennsylvania State University, has been 
awarded a grant from the U.S. Department of Defense’s Minerva Initiative, a research initiative 
launched by the Secretary of Defense in 2008 focusing on areas of strategic importance to U.S. 
national security policy. As part of this work, members of the IPD Conflict and Development Team 
explore how natural resources such as oil reserves, mineral deposits, and alluvial gemstones influence 
the likelihood, type, and duration of armed conflict in the developing world. 
 
The project addresses an existing deficit in knowledge by developing (1) a comprehensive, global, 
geocoded dataset of natural resource locations, and (2) measuring if and precisely how rebel groups 
control or exploit such resources. These data will enable an understanding of how variation in the 
degree and type of control that rebel groups exercise over resources will influence their strategies of 
violence. 
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U.S. Department of Defense Minerva Initiative: $1.9 
million, 2014-2017   
 
Complex Emergencies and Political Stability in Asia (CEPSA) 
 
The Robert S. Strauss Center for International Security & Law holds a $1.9 million 

grant from the U.S. Department of Defense’s Minerva Initiative. IPD co-directors Catherine Weaver 
and Michael Findley are key investigators on the Strauss Center research team, led by Principal 
Investigator and IPD Faculty Affiliate Dr. Joshua Busby of the LBJ School of Public Affairs. As part of 
the CEPSA program, IPD’s research team (under the management of Nisha Krishnan) explores the 
causes and dynamics of complex emergencies in South and Southeast Asia and options for building 
government capacity to prevent and respond to such situations. The Strauss Center’s proposal was 
one of only twelve selected for funding out of 261 applicants to the Minerva program. 
 

 
 

Swiss Network of International Studies: $230,000 (IPD 
sub-award of $80,000) 2013-2016 
 
Aiding Peace? Donor Behavior in Conflict-Affected Countries 
 
Michael Findley (IPD Co-Director) is a principal investigator on the Aiding Peace 
project, together with Susanna Campbell at the Graduate Institute of International 

and Development Studies, Geneva. The research team was awarded $230,000 by the Swiss Network 
of International Studies (SNIS) to investigate whether international donors respond to the ebbs and 
flows of peace processes or whether their behaviour is motivated by other factors that are exogenous 
to events within conflict-torn countries.  
 
The project employs an innovative multi-method research design and compares the behavior of 
different types of donors in three relatively contemporaneous peace processes: Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Nepal, and Sudan. The results provide a theoretical framework and extensive empirical 
analysis to help academics and policymakers classify the behavior of different donors and bring to 
light policy recommendations to improve their impact on war-to-peace transitions. 
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Eleanor Crook Foundation: $80,000, 2016-2017 
 
Ugandan Grassroots Nutrition 
 
 

Dr. Kate Weaver is currently leading a one-year Policy Research Project at the LBJ School of Public 
Affairs, sponsored by the Eleanor Crook Foundation of San Marcos, Texas.  The project supports the 
development and implementation of the Uganda Grassroots Nutrition program in northern Uganda, 
which will provide funding opportunities and capacity building to local organizations to improve the 
overall quantity and quality of nutrition programming in this poorest and most food insecure part of the 
country. The PRP team will also be leading a bipartisan advocacy outreach effort to U.S. Congress 
around the Global Food Security Act during the Spring 2017 appropriations session.  

 
 
 Ubongo International: $100,000, 2017-2021 
 
Summer Internships in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
 

IPD, in collaboration with the University of Texas College of Liberal Arts, partnered with Ubongo 
International, a leading edutainment non-profit organization based in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
Ubongo produces and distributes animated content through broadcast television, apps, and ebooks, 
to help millions of children across Africa learn and love learning. With an embedded research-based 
curriculum that promotes literacy, numeracy, and character strengths, Ubongo cartoons are 
broadening the opportunities of Africa’s next generation. This funding supports IPD students each 
summer as they contribute their skills in research design, data analysis, product development, and 
marketing at Ubongo.  
 
 

 
  



	 	 IPD	Annual	Report	2016-2017	

 37 

 
 

Pilot Program Research with Ubongo Learning, Morogoro, Tanzania 
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For more information on Innovations for Peace and Development, please visit us at: 
Website: www.ipdutexas.org 

Facebook: InnovationsForPeaceAndDevelopment 
Twitter: @InnovationsPD 

 
 

This report was produced by IPD and UT Austin. Special thanks to Daniela Hernandez, Paul Kuhne, 
and Josh Meuth Alldredge for management, editing and design. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


